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Finance, Revenue and Bonding Committee
Monday, April 20, 2015

Testimony in Opposition of Raised Senate Bill no. 1132 - AN ACT CONCERNING THE
ADMISSIONS TAX

Senator Fonfara, Representative Berger, Senator Frantz, Representative Davis and the entire
membership of the Finance, Revenue and Bonding Committee, thank you for allowing me to submit
testimony in opposition of S.B. 1132, “An Act Concerning the Admissions Tax.” The bill seeks to
exempt professional baseball played at the Ballpark at Harbor Yard in Bridgeport from the state
admissions tax, and provide that admissions tax revenue from events at any stadium built to host class
AA minor league baseball events in Hartford be allocated to reduce indebtedness incurred in building
the stadium.

Currently, the tax on the sales of tickets on professional sporting events within the State of
Connecticut is set at 10%. The taxes levied from the sale of tickets are then placed into the General
Fund. This bill would change the status quo by diverting taxes levied from our minor league baseball
teams’ ticket sales away from the General Fund. The bill creates a new account, known as the "Hartford
minor league baseball stadium account.” The taxes on ticket sales in Hartford would go directly to this
fund, which would in turn be used to erase the city’s projected increased debt from the construction of a
new baseball stadium.

This bill creates an uneven allocation of taxes, which are to be collected from Hartford’s baseball
ticket sales. Citizens of many different towns in Connecticut will be contributing to the team’s sales, but
those living in Hartford will see the direct benefit as money will go directly to the City’s coffers. The
state should not support projects that are inadequately funded.

The State of Connecticut is in a state of financial crisis. In creating a special interest account for
Hartford’s baseball team, the state would be diverting critical dollars that could be used to help preserve
funding to Mental Health programs, our hospitals, and schools. At this point in time, given the state’s
financial environment, |1 would strongly urge the committee to reject this legislation.
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Funding for the stadium must come from another source, other than the pockets of Connecticut
residents. Too many crucial state funded programs are in danger of losing funding. Consequently, it is
fiscally irresponsible to move forward with this legislation.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

Representative Lezlye Zupkus
State Representative, 89™ District



