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In support of S.B. 572, An Act Concerning Gigabit Internet Access

Good afternoon Senator Doyle, Representative Reed, and members of the Energy &
Technology Committee. | come before you today in support of Senate Bill 572, and to
outline the enormous advantages that can accrue to Connecticut’s economy and to our
state’s quality of life with the deployment of gigabit broadband internet infrastructure.

Gigabit technology can enable business and home internet users to transmit information
at speeds of ten to one hundred times the rate offered by most high speed internet service
providers in Connecticut today. For workers in our state’s most prominent industries—
financial services, precision manufacturing, biotechnology, academia and many others—
the deployment of this technology will prove an enormous asset, and a great advantage
over their competitors in other states and parts of the world.

By taking action now to become the first state in the country to build out the full fiber
optic infrastructure necessary for gigabit internet, we can provide an enormous
competitive advantage to our entire economy. Better still, the fiber optic cable
infrastructure that must be deployed for gigabit service is capable of providing even
greater speeds as time progresses. Simple server upgrades would allow for even higher
data speeds over the same fiber lines as needs grow well into the future.

As in so many other areas of technological progress through history, Connecticut has led
the way among states and areas of the world in adoption of current-generation internet
technology. Yet in the quickening march of technological progress, even leaders who
stand still will soon find themselves passed up by their competitors. A recent study by the
computer services firm Akami, reported in the Washington Post, found that our state’s
internet speeds are already eclipsed by those in Hong Kong, Singapore and South Korea.
In a competitive worldwide economy, we cannot afford to fall behind for long.

Communities across the United States are beginning to see the competitive potential in
being among the first to obtain gigabit capability. Through its Google Fiber project,
internet search provider Google is wiring Kansas City, Kansas, and Kansas City,
Missouri, for gigabit access, and is currently working to do the same in Austin, Texas and
Provo, Utah, and many other locations. The success of these efforts has spurred other
traditional—and non-traditional—telecommunications companies to begin making plans
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for their own deployment of gigabit service. In December, the State of Kentucky
announced it had reached a first-of-its-kind agreement with private financiers to build out
gigabit-ready “middle mile” fiber optic cable infrastructure to concentrated population
areas in that state, similar to Connecticut’s Nutmeg Network.

Fortunately, Connecticut is well positioned to strike an even stronger deal that reaches
not only “middle mile” population centers but “last mile” deployment to individual
addresses. Thanks to the leadership of Connecticut’s Office of Consumer Counsel, a
serious conversation about gigabit internet in our state has been underway for more than a
year. It has involved over one hundred of our state’s municipalities, including New
Haven, West Hartford, Stamford and many other communities. These towns are now
actively seeking public-private partnerships to build out gigabit infrastructure.

The availability of private capital to finance this new infrastructure is a key feature of the
entire project. I am not here today to request millions of dollars in state bonding. This is
due in large part to the leadership role the legislature has already taken remove
restrictions on pole attachments, and give municipalities an unrestricted right to deploy
fiber on existing utility poles. In doing so, the legislature has made Connecticut a highly
attractive location for private telecommunications investment.

Yet there still remains an important role for the state to play in this effort, and that is
why | am here today to request passage of legislation in this committee. As towns begin
to consider various proposals for gigabit development, there is an undeniable need for
impartial expertise and analysis of each deal’s potential risk and reward. Interested
developers and investors have also made it clear that the State of Connecticut must
establish a centralized point of contact for gigabit development proposals going forward,
rather than relying solely on one-on-one discussions with each town.

To serve both of these needs, | therefore recommend to the members of this
committee the adoption of legislation to create an Office of Broadband Advocacy
within the Office of Consumer Counsel. This office would be charged with working to
facilitate the universal availability of affordable high-speed internet access to every
citizen of the state. It would serve in an advisory capacity to towns considering gigabit
expansion, and work to coordinate their efforts across regions and ultimately the state.

The Office of Consumer Counsel has already displayed great leadership in moving the
state toward gigabit access, and the creation of a new office within it is essential to
bringing the plans now under discussion to fruition. As technology continues to progress,
and worldwide economic competition becomes ever more intense, we must do all we can
to ensure Connecticut’s people and businesses have all the tools necessary for success.
The development of gigabit internet infrastructure in our state today will provide benefits
to our economy for decades to come.

Thank you very much for your time and your attention to this important issue.



