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Good morning.  My name is Eric Brown and I am an attorney with the Connecticut 

Business & Industry Association (“CBIA”) and director of its Environmental Policies 

Council.  CBIA’s mission is to work with our members and public officials to make 

Connecticut a more attractive location for business investment in order to grow jobs 

and economic opportunity for those who live here.  Our members include businesses 

from across the state of all sizes and from nearly every industry in Connecticut.  

 

CBIA appreciates this opportunity to provide comment in support, with 

modifications, of S.B. 565, An Act Concerning Energy Audits and Heating 

Assistance. 

 

CBIA supports this streamlining measure but respectfully suggests the following 

modifications: 

 

 Line 47:  delete the clause, “the Home Energy Solutions program, (5)”, as: 

 

a.   The substance of this bill appears, appropriately in our view, focused on 

making the variety of energy programs more easily available to low-income 

citizens.  The Home Energy Solutions program is not such a program as 

there is a separate “Home Energy Solutions – Income Eligible” for such 

citizens, which is already listed in the bill; and 

b. The Home Energy Solutions program is currently being transitioned to a 

market-based system which will no longer being a rate-payer, subsidy-based 

“program”, per se. 



 

 

Line 100: modify to, “shall be made available through existing funds administered 

under the conservation and load management program . . .” 

 

a. Our interest here is ensuring that this measure not provide a basis for 

increasing customer bills.  Funds should be allocated under the existing CLM 

budget. 

 

Line 129: modify to, “Income Eligible program application backlog and to verify the 

quality of work and quantity of energy savings achieved under all energy 

assistance programs.” 

  

a. Reducing the application backlog for the Home Energy Solutions- Income 

Eligible program is an important priority addressed in this subsection of the 

bill.  However, CBIA believes there is an equally important need to ensure 

that methods for verifying the quality of work and verifying energy savings 

under this and other energy efficiency programs, be reviewed and 

recommendations made for improvements. 

 

Accordingly, CBIA supports with modifications, S.B. 565 An Act Concerning 

Energy Audits and Heating Assistance. 

 

Thank you for this opportunity to comment and for your consideration of our 

recommended revisions. 


