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Senator Doyle, Representative Reed and distinguished members of the Energy and Technology 
Committee: 

I am writing on behalf of Wallingford Electric Division (WED) to provide testimony on HB 5467, 
which requires the first responding utility to repair or replace a utility pole damaged as the result 
of an emergency, regardless of pole ownership, and further requires the first responding utility to 
charge fair market value for the materials used and work performed. 

WED is a municipally owned electric utility and owns the majority of the utility poles in our 
service territory. We routinely replace our own poles when damaged. However, there are times 
when poles located in our service territory that we do not own are damaged and in need of repair 
or replacement. In these cases we typically contact the owner of these poles and request them 
to take the necessary action. However, especially in the case of poles damaged by severe 
weather or by vehicle collisions, the WED would like to be able to carry out needed repairs or 
replacements without waiting for a response from the pole owner. On this basis we support the 
intent of HB 5467. 

However, we ask that the Bill be amended to remove the requirement that the first responding 
utility replace a utility pole that it does not own. This is because there are cases where the 
nature of the pole placement or attachments makes it imprudent for WED to unilaterally replace 
the pole in the absence of the pole owner's knowledge and/or assistance. For example, there are 
some instances where there is a heavily congested pole, with multiple down guys and anchors, 
and it necessary for reasons of safety and constructability to coordinate the repair with the pole 
owner. In those situations it is necessary for us to contact the owner before undertaking the 
repairs. 

In cases where replacement of poles not owned by WED are warranted and can be safely 
performed, WED suggests that the actual repair and replacement costs, including labor, 
materials, indirect and overhead costs, be the basis for the cost recovered, rather than "fair 
market value." This will ensure that WED rate-payers are neither subsidizing nor making a profit 
from the owner of the pole. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on HB 5467. WED would be happy to provide 
any additional information that you require regarding this matter. 

Si~f#)~ 
George Adair 
Director - Public Utilities 

c: Mayor Dickinson 
PUC 


