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Testlmony of DaV1d Greenstem Vrce Presrdent Lakrn Tlre East

s _‘_RAISED SENATE BILL No, 869 (RAISED) AN ACT ESTABLISHING A "
. TIRE STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM

f Chalrman Kennedy, _Cha1rman Albis Senator Chapm Representatlve Shaban members .

of the eommlttee

e fMy name is Davrd Greenstem I'am a Vice Pres1dent of Lakm Tlre East located in West
~‘Haven, CT and I 'am here today to testity in opposrtron to Senate Blﬂ 869 An Act '

S Estabhshmg a Tire Stewa.rdshlp Program

o Lakin Tire haS neariy 100 years of lcadersth and m-depth experlence in the Serap tlre

: mduStry, we pr ov1de safe, smart removal and recychng of Scrap tneS Lakin Tire. East has'

“made Substantlal 1nvestments m State of the alt technolo gy and equtpment We have

' : ‘: _".operatcd in Connectreut since 1979 We ety ently c,mploy approxnnately 200 people at - . )
L our West Haven fac111ty and occupy nearly 100,000: square feet of warehouse and ofﬁce o

‘Space Lalqn Trre haS recycied over 30 mﬂhon CT Sourced SOlap trreS m the past 35
‘yearS ' - ‘ '

My testrmony is fauly stlalght forward I Share the Department of Energy and _ N
]3,11V1ronmental Plotectron s goal to ensure that scrap tires are dlsposed of in the 1nost

SR efﬁcrent and envrronmentally 1esporlsibic way I beheve that the exrstmg tlre recychng
industry in Connectlcut today, does just that AS someone who has spent a lrfetrme in the _

tire recyclmg business here in C‘onnectlcut I can s‘tate conﬁdently that there is not a tire -

- dlsposal problem in our state, Vntually all tneS that are removed ﬁom use in Cormectlcut ;
~ are prcked up. at retail tire stores or local garages and broug,ht to a tire 1ecyelmg '

N _ processor. Whﬂe 1lie0al dumping ot tueS may have been an issue many yearS ago, itis '
' ,not a problem in our State today ‘ ' o

[ bel;eve an E‘{tended Produeer Respomrbrlity program as set forth in SB86Y is
,.-unneceSsaly overly burdensome and most importantly, fraught with unmtended
consequences. Such as Srgmﬁcantly raising the prices of new tires sold in CT. Therefore,
mu,ntrvmng, CT residents {o cross our state’s bordch and purchase tires in neighboring
states, Resuitmg in loss of commerce as well as valuable tax’ 1evenue In addrtron with -
the prospect of offeri ing free. trre dlsposal CT tuns the Slgmﬁcant risk‘of encouiagmg
"unwanted mﬂux of sci; ap trreS trom other StateS ' c IR
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Today, most scrap tires in Connecticut are processed and shipped out of state to be used
as fuel in industrial boﬂers CT and the entire New England region has successfully relied
on Tire Derived Fuel as a 1esp0nslble means of recycling tires for over 20 years. Lakin
Tire shares the DEEP’s concern for the need of additional end-use markets. But to
mandate the cessation of Tire Derived Fuel will not help create other markéts such as
crumb rubber. Firstly, there is not a smgie crumb rubber producer in all of New England
Secondly, crumb rubber producels in other parts of the country have gener ally str uggled
financially as the end product is not cost competitive. Tires today are manufactured

- robustly to last upwardf; of 50, 000 miles. Therefore it is easy to understand that to
- dismantle and separate a tire into its three components of rubbel steel and fiber is qu1te -
- costly. The resultis a product that services a narrow niche market and most often is not
~competitive in the market place. Lakin Tire does supply feedstock, in relatively small

quantities to crumb rubber producers in non-New England states. Nevertheless, Lakin
Tire continues to v1gorously pursue and research any and all markels f01 1ecycled scrap
tires. -

Lakin Tire is committed to working with the Committee and DEEP to provide you with.
the information you need to make an-informed decision on SB869. I strongly believe that

- the bill will not improve the current tire recychng system, which is very effective, and
may ult1mately result in a myriad 01 unmtended consequences.

Thank you for the opportumty to speak with you today, I wﬁl be happy to answer any
questlons you may have. '
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