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Senator Kennedy, Representative Albis, Senator Chapin, Representative Shaban, and members 

of the committee, 

My name is Chris Phelps, I am State Director for Environment Connecticut. We are a nonprofit 

environmental advocacy organization working to protect Connecticut’s air, water, and natural 

landscape. We appreciate this opportunity to offer testimony in support of HB 6033.  

When the Bottle Bill was first proposed over 30 years ago, the overwhelming majority of single-

use disposable containers purchased by consumers contained carbonated beverages. 

Therefore, the original Bottle Bill enacted by the General Assembly applied only to those 

beverage containers. However, in the decades since enactment of the Bottle Bill law, the 

beverage marketplace has changed significantly. Bottled water, juices, teas, sports drinks and 

other non-carbonated beverages make up a large part of the overall market for single-use 

beverage containers. Including such beverages in the Bottle Bill will help ensure that the law 

continues to play its important and successful role in reducing litter and maximizing recycling of 

disposable containers. 

In 2009, the General Assembly took a first step towards achieving this goal by updating the 

Bottle Bill to include disposable water bottles. We support HB 6033 as the logical next step 

towards modernizing and updating Connecticut’s Bottle Bill. 

The Bottle Bill Works 

The Bottle Bill’s record is one of success. Prior to its enactment, millions of bottles and cans 

littered our beaches, parks, and roadways. Millions more were thrown into landfills. Today, it 

estimated that over a billion bottles and cans redeemed for deposit each year in Connecticut.  

Bottle Bill opponents often claim that reliance on single stream recycling, instead of the Bottle 

Bill, is a more effective method of maximizing container recycling rates. The facts say otherwise. 



 
 

States without Bottle Bills – that rely solely on traditional recycling programs such as curbside 

recycling – have beverage container recycling rates as low as 25%. Connecticut’s beverage 

container recycling rate is estimated to be as high as 70%. Similar results have been seen in 

other states with Bottle Bills. In conjunction with curbside and other recycling programs, the 

Bottle Bill maximizes the overall recycling rate for beverage containers and results in billions of 

containers, that would otherwise end up in landfills and incinerators, being captured for 

recycling annually. 

Thank you for the opportunity to present this testimony in support of HB 6033. 

 

Sincerely, 

Chris Phelps, State Director 

Environment Connecticut 


