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Environment Committee -Public Hearing - February 13, 2015 

 

RE: Committee Bill 5405 - AN ACT CONCERNING APPICATIONS FOR NEW OR 

EXPANDED SOLID WASTE FACILITIES. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Senator Kennedy, Representative Albis and Honorable members of the Environment 

Committee my name is Thomas J. Saadi, I am a member of the Danbury City Council and I 

am here today to testify in support of Committee Bill HB 5405. 

  

This bill proposes a simple concept, that municipalities be allowed to exercise their 

statutorily granted authority to establish zoning districts, delineate uses permitted in those 

zones, establish special exception uses and process applications applying the well 

established legal standards of review keeping the impact on local neighborhoods in mind.  

The requirement that a solid waste applicant obtain municipal approval prior to applying to 

the Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP) is logical not only from a 

local perspective, but procedural avoids allocating DEEP resources including staff, hearing 

officers, field visits and attorneys to reviewing an application that may ultimately be denied 

at the municipal level. 

 

A practical concern with the current process is the use of DEEP approval to influence 

municipal boards and commissions with the specter of "state endorsement or approval" as 

somehow preempting local authority to enforce existing zoning and planning regulations.   

 

Critics of this bill may attempt to label the bill as a targeted effort to affect particular 

pending applications before the DEEP however, that is simply false and a red herring to 

distract you from the actual legislation.  No pending application is impacted by this bill.  

Instead, as is often the case with proposed legislation, it seeks to address an issue that came 

to the attention of local residents, elected officials like myself and the original co-sponsors 

of the bill through real life events.  Most legislation is based on the experiences of you and 

your constituents and seeks to address problems on a going forward basis.  That is the case 

here and any attempt to portray this bill as an ex-post facto targeted bill are simply 

misleading. 

 

While I support the bill overall I do suggested that you consider eliminating the 

requirement that construction permits be obtained prior to submission of applications to 

DEEP.  Thank you and I hope that you will approve Committee Bill 5405. 


