
 
 

CHARTER SCHOOL PERFORMANCE FRAMEWORK 
 
The Connecticut State Department of Education’s (CSDE) charter school performance framework promotes clear 
and transparent expectations for all charter schools.  The four performance standards are central to measuring 
schools’ efficacy and viability, and align to state law and national best practices among charter school 
authorizers, as accumulated by the National Association of Charter School Authorizers.  Within each standard 
area, the framework identifies a series of indicators used to evaluate charter schools.  The framework drives the 
CSDE’s charter school accountability systems and processes, including initial approval decisions, annual 
monitoring, and renewal determinations.   
 

Performance Standards: 

1. School Performance:  Is the school a successful model resulting in strong student outcomes and a 
positive school climate? 

2. Stewardship, Governance, and Management:  Is the school financially and organizationally healthy and 
viable?  

3. Student Population:  Is the school promoting equity by effectively attracting, enrolling, and retaining 
students, particularly among targeted populations?  

4. Legal Compliance:  Is the school acting in compliance with applicable laws and regulations? 

 

Performance Standards: Performance Indicators: 

1. School Performance 1.1. Student Achievement, Growth, and Gap Closure  

1.2. Mission-Specific Goals 

1.3. School Culture and Climate 

1.4. Instruction  

1.5. Academic Program 

1.6. Supports for Special Populations  

2. Stewardship, 
Governance, and 
Management  

2.1. Fiscal Viability  

2.2. Financial Management 

2.3. Governance and Management  

2.4. Organizational Capacity 

2.5. Accountability Measures  

2.6. School Facility 

3. Student Population 3.1. Recruitment and Enrollment Process 

3.2. Waitlist and Enrollment Data 

3.3. Demographic Representation  

3.4. Transfer/Retention Rates 

3.5. Parental and Community Support  

4. Legal Compliance 4.1. Signed Statement of Assurances 

4.2. Open Public Meetings 

 


