My name is Beth Kells, and my family and | live in Fairfield, CT. | am in support of Senate Bill
1054, An Act Concerning Students with Dyslexia, however additional language needs to be
added to address universal screening and evidence-based interventions taught by a specialist
in reading.

| want to let you know about the issues children with dyslexia face everyday in the
Connecticut Public Schools. The story of my son's elementary and middle school
experiences will be the story by which | hope you will understand what dyslexic students, and
their families, have to cope with in our schools.

When Liam was in preschool he was slow to talk, had trouble learning colors and shapes, and
trouble learning the letters of the alphabet. Then when he reached elementary school he
continued to have trouble understanding the sounds the letters make, was not able to follow
more than one step directions, and could not sound out unfamiliar words. Even though all the
signs were there, no one suggested that Liam be tested for any kind of learning problem or
talked about the possibility he might be dyslexic. It went on like that throughout K, 1st, and
2nd grade and Liam was already falling behind the rest of his peers, academically. Finally, |
asked the school to have him tested toward the end of 2nd grade. After receiving a
Psycho-educational Evaluation from the school psychologist, it was explained to me that Liam
has a "processing issue", but that is was not severe enough to warrant special education
services and that the regular education teacher would address the processing problem, the
following school year. However, during that summer between Liam’s 2nd and 3rd grade, |
had him tested again, this time privately by a licensed psychologist, who told me, after the
testing, that not only was Liam dyslexic, but that his dyslexia was in the moderate to severe
range. | do not know how or why this did not get revealed in the testing that was done at his
public school, but it didn't. In addition it must be noted that, had we not had the financial
means to do the private testing, Liam would have been even further behind academically than
he already was, as he dyslexia would have continued to not have been addressed.

At the start of Liam’s 3rd grade, we insured that the school give him special education
services once | presented the private evaluation findings. We also hired a private advocate,
because at that point we no longer had any faith or trust that the public school had Liam's
best interests in mind. Because we disclosed to the school that we had private testing that
proved Liam’s dyslexia and disclosed that we hired a private advocate who would be
attending all our PPT meetings, the district hired a properly educated special education
teacher who was assigned to Liam and was trained in an appropriate scientifically research
based reading program for children with dyslexia. This special education teacher was also
assigned to many other struggling readers, at this elementary school. Liam started 3rd grade
receiving a SRB reading program called Preventing Academic Failure. Liam received the
reading instruction by being "pulled out" of class. This program was built into his IEP
(Individualized Educational Plan) and Liam received the program during 3rd and 4th grade at
school. Although the program was appropriate, it was not given to him with the kind of
intensity, nor with any kind of continuity, and not with any real regularity. His special



education teacher had far too many students on her caseload to be able to follow each child's
IEP's requirements. Therefore, Liam did not get pulled out of class at the same time each
day, (often missing important content instruction) missed days of the program altogether, as
the teacher did not have enough hours in her day to get to all her students, and it was given in
a small group environment with students at different levels of reading impairments. At the end
of 4th grade, Liam was not nearly as far along with his reading ability as he should have been,
was not able to access the content in his subjects, and he was developing poor classroom
behaviors as a way to cope with how it all was making him feel.

My husband and | made the decision to leave the Fairfield Public School system and put Liam
in a private school, Winston Preparatory School, in Norwalk, CT, when Liam started 5th
grade. Although Liam received the reading services at the public school for 2 years, Liam
walked into Winston as a barely functional reader. He stayed in Winston from 5th to 8th
grade where he received individual intervention every school day for 45 minutes, with a
certified Orton Gillingham instructor. Orton Gillingham is the founding SRB reading method
for dyslexic readers and the foundation for all the programs that have developed since. In
addition to his one-on-one reading instruction, Liam had access to all his subject classes as
the teachers at Winston taught in a way so that the students did not need leveled reading
skills to learn the material. Over time Liam became a decent reader as a result of this kind of
thorough, consistent, and intense reading instruction. Liam was able to leave Winston at the
end of 8th grade and enter a regular education high school ready and able to do the work.
There is no doubt that Liam's academic projection would have been extremely poor if he did
not have the benefit of the private schooling in Norwalk. There is also no doubt that the public
school was unwilling or unable to provide the proper services for my son's learning disability
with any kind of fidelity or due diligence.

Liam is a very fortunate young man since his father and | had the fortitude to do extensive
research about teaching dyslexics how to read (as that information was not never shared with
us by the public school staff) and the financial means to attain a private education that
provides proper reading instruction for dyslexics. However, many families do not have either
of those opportunities. Families have to resort to fighting with their local school districts to get
the correct instruction their children need, if they understand what is needed for their child to
begin with. And in the mean time, time goes by and the child falls further and further behind
in school because they do not get what they desperately need.

Students with dyslexia need early identification and treatment from instructors that are
specially trained in using scientifically research based methods that are multi sensory and are
systematic and explicit all at the same time. Most people with dyslexia are very bright and
even intellectually gifted . Current studies indicate that one-half of all the students who qualify
for special education are classified as having a learning disability and 85% of those students
have a primary learning disability in reading and language processing ie. dyslexia. Studies
also indicate that many more people, perhaps as many as 15% - 20% of the population as a
whole, have some of the symptoms of dyslexia. It's unconscionable that our Connecticut



Public School Districts allow these intelligent and capable children to not reach their full
academic potential. In addition, psychologically, because they are so bright, they are fully
aware that they can not keep up and are left to feel stupid and ashamed for not producing the
quality of work they are capable of. This kind of shame stays with a child for the rest of their
lives.

Liam's story is happening everyday in CT Public Schools. Dyslexia needs to be recognized,
early detection has to be employed, and appropriate instruction has to take place with fidelity
and constancy. Otherwise, our school systems will continue to fail our dyslexic students.

Thank you for taking the time to hear Liam's story.

Beth Kells



