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Good afternoon Senator Slossberg, Representative Fleischmann and members of the 
Education Committee.  My name is Patti Fusco.  I am a teacher in West Haven public schools 
and I am the Jurisdictional Vice President of AFT Connecticut, a diverse state federation of 
more than 90 local unions representing nearly 30,000 public and private sector employees.  Our 
members include more than 15,000 teachers, paraprofessionals, school nurses and other 
school personnel across the state.  It is on their behalf that I appear before you to testify on a 
two bills before you today, as well as the behalf of the state’s students, who are not able to 
advocate for themselves. 
 
SB 943 AN ACT CONCERNING CHARTER SCHOOL MODERNIZATION AND REFORM 
SB 943 is well intentioned, but does not go nearly far enough to make charter schools 
accountable and hold to the same standards as traditional public schools. It is little more than an 
incremental approach to charter school accountability. What we need is wholesale change to 
ensure that our students in the charter schools are getting all that they are entitled to. I ask this 
committee to add more transparency and accountability requirements such as those we have 
provided the committee.  They are also attached to AFT Connecticut President Melodie Peter’s 
testimony.   

Our charter school laws have almost no way to hold charter schools accountable for finances, 
student achievement, or administration. In a state that has such high standards for public 
schools, this is deplorable. ALL schools need to be held to high standards. 

SB 944 AN ACT ESTABLISHING ALL DAY KINDERGARTEN  
We support SB 944’s requirement to establish All Day Kindergarten in districts that don’t already 
provide it. Full Day Kindergarten helps close the achievement gap between young children from 
minority and low income backgrounds and their peers.  It allows all students the time they need 
to reach the academic and social/emotional skills they need to be successful in school.  
 In their landmark longitudinal study of full-day versus half-day kindergarten, researchers Jill 
Walston and Jerry West found that students in full-day classes learned more in reading and 
mathematics than their peers in half-day classes—after adjusting for differences in race, 
poverty, and intellectual levels, among other things. All students experienced learning gains. By 
giving students and teachers more quality time to engage in constructive learning activities, full-
day kindergarten benefits everyone.   
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A new study from Chloe R. Gibbs at the University of Virginia, available at 
http://curry.virginia.edu/uploads/resourceLibrary/34_Full_Day_KG_Impact.pdf, has shown many 
benefits for the Full Day program. The students will be studied throughout their academic 
career, therefore this information is incomplete, but early results of this first-of-its-kind 
randomized trial of full-day kindergarten shows sizable learning advantages for full-day students 
at the end of the kindergarten year. Most notably, the advantage for Hispanic full-day students 
over other Hispanic kindergartners is nearly twice that seen in the overall sample. Gibbs 
calculates that full-day kindergarten produces greater learning gains per dollar spent than other 
well known early education interventions (such as Head Start and class size reductions). 

More importantly, the positive effect raised outcomes for all students. A full-day of kindergarten 
made all students better off, while also closing the literacy achievement gap between Hispanic 
and non-Hispanic students by 70 percent. 

Many teachers will sadly admit that they tend to do less small group work in half day programs, 
simply due to the limitations of time. An all-day kindergarten program can provide children the 
opportunity to spend more time engaged in active, child-initiated, small-group activities. 
Teachers in all-day kindergarten classrooms feel less stressed by time constraints and have 
more time to get to know children and meet their needs. A study done by Ray and Smith in 2010 
showed that an all-day kindergarten provides the ability to effectively provide the type of 
instruction that allows for differentiation and other pedagogical approaches which benefits low-
achieving students. 
 
Clare McCann, a policy analyst with the New America Foundation, said that the Common Core 
State Standards, a set of English and math standards for students in kindergarten through 12th 
grades voluntarily adopted by most of the 50 states, are also driving interest in expanding full-
day kindergarten. 

"The standards are so rigorous, I think school districts and educators are feeling like it might be 
difficult to meet those standards if they're not allowed more time with children and more time 
learning," McCann said. 

CCM, COST, and CABE will likely say that it is an unfunded mandate and districts can't afford 
it.  I say we can't afford not to require it. We want to provide a high quality education to every 
student in Connecticut.  We've invested heavily in early childhood education in the last four 
years. We have been adding preschool slots for students and working hard to give kids a good 
start.  If we don't follow through with all day kindergarten in all districts, we risk backsliding on 
that investment.  Two and a half hours of school is not long enough to provide students with all 
that they need to learn in Kindergarten.   
 
There is $14.4M of new money for charter schools in the Governor's proposed budget.  Rather 
than add to charter schools we should use that money for districts that do not already have full 
day kindergarten programs. Kindergarten is now intensive academically. Kids don’t just play and 
sing a few songs. Full day kindergarten is no longer a luxury any child can afford to miss.  
Volumes of research tell us what we already know – that early childhood education is vital to a 
child’s lifelong academic success. I suggest full day kindergarten be required for all school 
districts, not just those that have been designated as Alliance Districts.   
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify before you today.  I would be happy to answer any 
questions you may have. 
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http://curry.virginia.edu/uploads/resourceLibrary/34_Full_Day_KG_Impact.pdf
http://www.edcentral.org/edcyclopedia/head-start/
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