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Senator Bye, Representative Walker, Senator Gerratana, Representative Dillon and 

members of the Appropriations subcommittee, my name is Chief Mark Palmer of the 

Coventry Police Department. I am offering testimony in strong opposition to the proposed 

cuts to the regional action councils. 

In my community, substance abuse is a grave concern.  The use of tobacco, alcohol and 

drugs, particularly by young people, is an issue our officers deal with on a daily basis.  We 

have seen how people that are addicted to drugs and alcohol often become involved in 

criminal activity either as a result of their intoxication or being under the influence of drugs 

or commit crimes to fund the purchase of these substances.  Our records show that most 

people who commit crimes such as burglary or even armed robbery are substance abusers.   

I believe that the Northeast Communities Against Substance Abuse Regional Action Council 

plays an important role in attempting to minimize the use of alcohol and drugs by persons 

in our region and in some way helps to make for safer communities.  In collaboration with 

NECASA, Coventry police officers conduct enforcement efforts of underage drinking laws and 

tobacco compliance checks.  These efforts are geared less toward punishment and more 

toward helping the youth get needed assistance from agencies like NECASA.  I urge the 

committee to consider reinstating the funding for the Regional Action Councils so they may 

continue their important work. 

Thank you. 

 

 


