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ENDING JUNE THIRTIETH 2017, AND MAKING APPROPRIATIONS THEREFOR AND OTHER PROVISIONS RELATED TO 
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Senator Bye, Representative Walker and members of the Appropriations Committee, I appreciate this opportunity to appear 

before you tonight. My name is Ann Smith and I am the Executive Director of AFCAMP, a parent-driven nonprofit 

organization that helps parents learn how to navigate Connecticut’s child-serving systems and become their children’s best 

advocates. Our mission is to educate, empower and engage parents and community to improve quality of life for children 

with special needs and others at risk of education inequity or system involvement. We receive many requests for assistance 

from parents and caregivers struggling to access services for their children and youth who have mental, emotional and 

behavioral health conditions. In far too many cases, these children and youth are also involved with the juvenile justice 

system. In serving these children and youth and their families, we have developed collaborative relationships with both DCF 

and CCSD. It is from this vantage point that AFCAMP voices strong opposition to the Governor’s proposal in H.B. No. 6824 

An Act Concerning The State Budget For The Biennium Ending June Thirtieth 2017, And Making Appropriations Therefor 

And Other Provisions Related To Revenue to move the juvenile justice functions of CCSD to DCF. I am also speaking as co-

chair of the Children’s Committee of the Keep the Promise Coalition which also opposes this proposed move.  

Serving 97% of Connecticut’s juvenile justice system, CSSD has demonstrated its commitment and ability to implement 

innovative, evidence-based reforms that have garnered national recognition and produced improved outcomes for 

Connecticut youth. Diversion initiatives, family engagement and enhanced mental health and substance abuse treatment 

options are among the system reforms that CSSD has put in place to address the needs of children, youth and their families. 

With current responsibility for 3% of the juvenile justice system, DCF does not have the experience to administer the 

functions of CSSD.  

To the extent that the proposal to dismantle CSSD and place it in DCF is touted as a financial savings strategy, you will have 

heard, or will hear, from others who can present better present cogent dollars and cents arguments about the reliability of 

projected fiscal savings. I would urge the committee to look at the costs that will be borne by our children, youth and 

families, if the agency that provides juvenile justice programs and services that are working well is dismantled and placed in 

an agency without clearly demonstrable expertise in the provision of such programs and services to the juvenile justice 

population. That may not be a dollars and cents perspective, but it is the one that makes sense in this case. CSSD functions 

should not be placed in DCF. 

Thank you for your attention and consideration.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Ann R. Smith, JD, MBA 

Executive Director                             
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