TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Re: Governor Malloy’s Proposed Budget Eliminating State Funding for the
Connecticut Library Consortium and Repealing Conn. Gen. Statute Sec. 11-9e that
defines State-Supported Cooperative Library Service Units.

As President of the Brooklyn Town Library Association in the small Town of
Brooklyn, I am disturbed by the fact that our governor, with his budget proposals,
thinks so little of the libraries in the state. This leads me to believe that he is
another one of those people who thinks technology has completely replaced the
need for a working library facility in this day and age. With that mindset goes his
rationale for eliminating important funding for them.

A library is still an important part of a community, especially in a small town
such as Brooklyn. Small towns have small library budgets to work with, therefore,
our library relies heavily on help from the Connecticut Library Consortium to
provide services which patrons have come to expect and which they deserve from
their local library. Our DVD packets and books on CD are swaps from the CLC,
since we would not otherwise have the funds to purchase them nor the space to
house them. Our book buying budget is helped greatly by discounts which the CLC
has negotiated with the book company.

The CLC plays a significant role in keeping the small libraries of
Northeastern Connecticut alive. Because of them, libraries are able to offer more
services for their patrons than would otherwise be possible. Eliminating this
important funding would severely cripple not only the libraries but the
communities they serve.

Wendy E. Harrington, President
Brooklyn Town Library Association
P.0.Box 357

Brooklyn, CT 06234



