TESTIMONY FOR MARCH 3, 5PM FOR THE APPROPRIATIONS SECONDARY EDUCATION SUB-COMMITTEE
March 3, 2015

Dear Senator Bye, Representative Walker, Senator Slosberg, Representative Fleishmann and members
of the Secondary Education Sub-committee:

My name is Patricia Calvo and | am a resident and tax payer of the State of Connecticut. | am also
Director of the Windham Youth Services Bureau. If you are familiar with Windham, you know that we
are among the bottom three CT municipalities in terms of poverty indicators and that we struggle to
obtain and maintain the resources necessary to properly address the needs of our children, young
people and families.

Youth Services across the State provide vital services in their communities for a total budget of 3.1
million dollars. There are 102 of us, some serving multiple municipalities. By Public Act 78-183, we have
been the agency designed to act as the coordinating entity for the purposes of evaluating, planning,
coordinating and implementing services, including prevention and intervention programs for children at
risk, and we have done the job well: Through our Juvenile Review Boards, we have diverted over 26,000
children and youth and more than 448,000 youth and parents participated in YSB programs over the
past 2 years. In Windham we divert more than 40 children per year, with a total of 54 for year ending
June 30, 2014.

In the last 5 years we increased services, most times without additional funding, such as the
establishment of the Local Interagency Services Teams across the State and identified service gaps,
addressed them and mobilized communities, schools and other partners to take a look at the issues of
children involved with the juvenile justice system at those at risk, bringing awareness to school-based
arrests and their impact. In many communities, such as Windham, we were able to see significant
reductions due to this collaboration spearheaded by the youth services bureau.

| echo the concern of the CT Youth Services Bureau Association:

“The Connecticut Youth Services Association is first and foremost concerned with the devastating effects,
both long term and short term, which the proposed deep budget cuts for Youth Service Bureaus will have
on our youth and families. We are also deeply concerned about the impact these cuts will have on the
ability of YSBs to leverage additional funding. We are further unable to rectify how the placement of
YSBs under the management of the Department of Children & Families will result in greater efficiencies,
cost savings, enhanced service delivery, or better outcomes in Connecticut’s communities. CYSA also fails
to see evidence which supports any significant and impactful budgetary savings in the proposed budget
plan.” 1urge you to reinstate full funding to the Youth Services Bureau Line Item and the Enhancement
Funds Line Item.

Sincerely,

Patricia Calvo, 16 Washburn Street, Willimantic, CT






