Dear Legislators,

This communication is in response to House bill#6824, the Budget bill. More specifically the
proposal to cut funding to the State of Connecticut regional fire schools. These schools are a
vital part along with the Connecticut Fire Academy in keeping our first responders prepared to
handle the events we are faced with on a daily basis.

We have to send firefighters to state certification classes and with most of the state firefighters
being volunteer this will severely hamper the ability for those people who volunteer to get
certifications and thus cut down on the number of people who volunteer (ultimately costing our
residents more money).

We emphasize to our firefighters how important training is to make sure all of our firefighters
they go home to their families after their shift or call. We hope you can show us you know how
important this training is to us by not eliminating funding for these important regional facilities
as well as maintaining funding for the Connecticut Fire Academy.

Thank You for allowing me your time.

Earl F. Provencher

Fire Chief / Fire Marshal

North Thompsonville Fire Dept.
439 Enfield Street

Enfield, CT 06082-2453
860-745-2946
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