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Section 1. The Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies are amended by adding section 
19a-36-B61 as follows: 

(NEW) Section 19a-36-B61. Public swimming areas: 
(a) Definitions. As used in this section: 

(1) "Public swimming area" means a designated location, together with any buildings, 
toilet facilities, the water and the land area used in connection therewith, at any 
natural or artificial pond, lake, stream, tidal water or other body of fresh or salt water 
that is advertised as a place for swimming and is accessible to the public. Public 
swimming area does not include: (A) swimming areas in connection with or 
appurtenant to single family dwellings and used solely by persons residing in such 
dwellings and such person's guests, including but not limited to those swimming 
areas accessible only as part of a lake association, beach association or 
condominium; (B) any state owned or operated swimming areas; and, (C) public 
swimming pools that are regulated under Section 19-13-B33b of the Regulations of 
Connecticut State Agencies. 

(2) "Department" means the Connecticut Department of Public Health. 
(3) "Director of Health" means the director of a local health department or district health 

department approved by the commissioner as specified in Connecticut General 
Statutes Sections 19a-200 and 19a-242. 

(4) "Notification system" means a public information system used to notify the public 
regarding lifeguard status and the opening or closing of a public swimming area, 
including but not limited to, signs or flags. 

(b) General requirements. No city, town, borough, institution, person, firm, corporation or other 
entity shall designate or construct a public swimming area until the director of health for the 
municipality in which the public swimming area is located has approved the location of such 
public swimming area. A city, town, borough, institution, person, firm, corporation or other 
entity operating or maintaining a public swimming area shall comply with the following 
requirements: 

(1) Every public swimming area shall be provided with on-site toilet facilities unless the 
director of health determines that adequate toilet facilities are already provided 
elsewhere. Separate toilets for men and women shall be provided, with at least one 
toilet for every two hundred women and at least one toilet for every three hundred 
men, and at least one handwashing sink or hand sanitation station shall be provided 
with each required toilet. All toilets and restroom accommodations shall be 
constructed and located so that no contamination of the waters used by the 
swimmers will occur. Toilets shall be installed with the approval of the director of 
health so as not to create any health or safety issues. Toilets shall be kept in good 
repair and maintained at all times in a sanitary condition. The location of all toilets 
shall be plainly indicated by signs. 



Page 2 of6 

(2) The dressing rooms, hallways, toilet rooms, shower rooms or other rooms to which 
patrons have access shall be kept clean, well ventilated, and in good repair. The 
floors shall also be treated daily with a 0.5% chlorine solution, or other equivalent 
disinfectant. 

(3) The area open for authorized swimming shall be clearly designated. 
(4) Swimming in public swimming areas shall be restricted to designated areas and 

during assigned hours of operation. 
(5) Diving shall be permitted only off a diving board. No diving boards greater than 

sixteen feet in length shall be permitted. The owner of the property shall ensure that 
the diving area is in compliance with the required water depths at all times. 
(A) For diving boards of a height of no greater than one meter above the water 

surface, the diving area shall meet the following requirements: 
(i) Not have any submerged or overhead obstructions; 
(ii) Have a minimum water depth at all times of eleven feet for at least 

sixteen feet linear beyond the plummet of the diving board; and, 
(iii) Have a minimum water depth at all times of eleven feet for at least 

eight feet horizontal on each side of the plummet of the diving board. 
(B) For diving boards of a height greater than one meter above the water surface, 

the diving area shall meet the following requirements: 
(i) Not have any submerged or overhead obstructions; 
(ii) Have a minimum water depth at all times of twelve feet for at least 

sixteen feet linear beyond the plummet of the diving board; and, 
(iii) Have a minimum water depth at all times of twelve feet for at least 

eight feet horizontal on each side of the plummet of the diving board. 
(C) When no diving board is present, a sign stating the following shall be 

conspicuously posted: "No diving is permitted". 
(6) Lifeguard services. 

(A) When no lifeguard service is provided, one or more warning signs shall be 
posted in one or more visible locations. The warning sign shall state "Warning 
- No Lifeguard on Duty" with letters that are legible and at least four inches 
high. 

(B) During the period when the swimming area is open for use, when lifeguard 
service is provided, the owner of the property shall provide the following: 
(i) A notification system to alert patrons as to where and when lifeguard 

services are available; 
(ii) Each lifeguard on duty shall be provided with appropriate lifesaving 

equipment that the lifeguard has been trained to use, including but not 
limited to, a rescue tube; 

(iii) A telephone or equivalent emergency communication device for 
emergency use when the area is staffed by a lifeguard; and 

(iv) A raised stand at least four feet in height for the lifeguard, placed such 
that all areas of the public swimming area are visible from the stand to 
the one or more lifeguard on duty. The director of health may approve 
an appropriate alternative to the four foot high raised stand if said 
director of health determines that all points of the public swimming 
area can still be visible to the lifeguard on duty. 

(7) All public swimming areas shall have a sign posted in at least one visible location, 
with signage not less than a half-inch type in size, containing the following 
information: 
(A) Hours of lifeguard coverage if applicable; 
(B) Emergency phone information indicating whether a phone is available; and 
(C) Location of the nearest first aid unit if one is provided on the premises. 

(8) Whenever a public swimming area is closed or reopened pursuant to the provisions 
of this section, the director of health shall: 
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(A) Closure: immediately have put in place a notification system, in one or more 

conspicuous location, including the immediate swimming area, notifying 
patrons of the sections of the public swimming area that are closed. 

(B) Reopening: have removed all closure postings. 
(9) The following shall be prohibited in all public swimming areas: (A) boats, unless used 

for rescue purposes; (B) washing of persons and articles; (C) littering; and (D) glass 
containers. 

(10) Domestic animals shall be prohibited in the water and on the immediate shoreline 
associated with the water of a public swimming area when the public swimming area 
is open for use. 

( 11) The director of health may: 
(A) Inspect all public swimming areas to determine compliance with the provision 

of this section. 
(B) Issue an order which may result in a closure of the public swimming area, in 

part or in whole, to the owner of the public swimming area, when the director 
of health determines: 
(i) There is a violation of the provisions of this section; or 
(ii) The public swimming area is not being maintained in acceptable 

sanitary conditions; or 
(iii) A condition is found that constitutes a public health hazard, safety 

hazard or a health nuisance to the patrons; or 
(iv) There is evidence of communicable disease being transmitted in order 

to end the transmission of the disease. 
The public swimming area shall remain closed until such time as the director 
of health determines that the cause for closure has been corrected. 

Sec. 2. Section 19-13-B27a(i) of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies is 
amended to read as follows: 
(i) [Swimming and bathing facilities.] Public swimming pool and public swimming areas. [Swimming 
and bathing facilities] Public swimming pool and public swimming areas when provided shall comply 
with the provisions of sections19-13-B33b [19-13-B33a, 19-13-B34] and [19-13-B36]19a-36-B61 of 
the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies. 

Sec. 3. Section 19-13-B29(g) of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies is 
amended to read as follows: 

(g) [Swimming and bathing facilities.] Public swimming pool and public swimming areas. [Swimming 
and bathing facilities] Public swimming pool and public swimming areas, if provided, shall comply 
with the provisions of sections 19-13-B33b [19-13-B33a, 19-13-B34] and [19-13-B36]19a-36-B61 of 
the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies. 

Sec. 4. Section 19a-2a-29(c)(8) of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies is 
amended to read as follows: 
(8) [Swimming and Bathing Facilities.] Public swimming pool and public swimming areas. [Swimming 
and bathing facilities] Public swimming pool and public swimming areas, if provided within a family 
campground shall comply with sections 19-13-B33b [and/or section 19-13-B34] and [section 19-13-
B36]19a-36-B61 of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies for all public swimming pools 
and public bathing areas. 

Sec. 5. Section 19a-79-7a(i) of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies is 
amended to read as follows: 

(i) [Swimming, wading and bathing facilities.] Public swimming pool, wading and public swimming 
areas. [Swimming, wading and bathing facilities], Public swimming pool, wading and public 



Page 4 of6 
swimming areas if provided, shall comply with the provisions of sections 19-13-833b, [19-13-834] 
and [19-13-836]19a-36-861 of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies. No wading pools 
shall be used. No day care child shall be permitted in a hot tub, spa or sauna. Hot tubs, spas and 
saunas shall be locked and inaccessible to children. 

Sec 6. Section 17a-145-86 of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies is amended to 
read as follows: 

Each child shall be instructed, as appropriate to his own age level, in safety procedures, including 
fire drills, civil defense and safe use of electrical or power equipment. All use of such equipment 
shall be under the supervision of a competent adult. Safety procedures for [waterfront and swimming 
pools] public swimming pools and public swimming areas shall be maintained. All on-grounds pools 
shall be enclosed with safety fences and shall be regularly tested to ensure that the pools are free of 
contamination. A certified individual shall be on duty when the children in care are swimming. A 
certified individual is one who has a current water safety instructor's certificate or senior lifesaving 
certificate from the Red Cross or its equivalent. The [waterfront] public swimming pool or public 
swimming area shall be properly maintained and have proper safety equipment available. The public 
swimming pool shall be inspected under section [19-13-833a]19-13-833b, and the [waterfront] 
public swimming area under [sections 19-13- 834 or 19-13-836, respectively, of the Connecticut 
General Statutes] section 19a-36-861 of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies. 

Sec. 7. Sections 19-13-834 and 19-13-836 of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies are 
repealed. 
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The purpose of the regulation is (A) to make consistent with current practice and standards; (B) to 
protect public health and safety for persons using public swimming areas; and (C) to combine two 
obsolete sections of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies by repealing Sections 19-13-
834 and 19-13-836. 
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The Regulations of Connecticut StateAgencles are amended by repeallng sections 19~13-834 and 19-13-836, and 
adding 19a·13·036 as follows: 

Seo.19aw13-B36. Puhllc SwJmmlno Areas, 
(a} Defin!tkms, as used In this section: 

(b) 

(1} "Pub!lc swimming-area• means a designated location, together with any bulkHngs, lollet facii!Ues, 
the water And tho land area used fn ronnocUon UtOf(IWi\h, at a pond (natmal or art!Oclal}, laX&, 
stream, tidal water or cllter bo{ly of fresh or salt water which Is used for swimming with the express 
or lmp!led permission or oonsont of the owner or !osseo or the premiseS or which Is operated for a 
fee: or any other consideration or which Is openly a.dvertlsed as a place for swimmlng. State owoed 

(2) 
(3) 

or operated swfmmlng areas are excluded from this Section. 
•Department• meana tltao Connecticut Department of Publ!o Health; 
•Noiii!Galfon System• means a publ!olnforrnaUon system used to notify the publlo with regards to 
lifeguard sla!us and tho oponlng or closing of swimming aron. 

General requirements. ·No new pub!lo swimming area shall ha consttucted until the local director of health, 
In wh!ctllhO publfo swimming area is to be located, approves Ute location of the public swimming area to 
ensure that the location shalf satfsfy the requirements of those regulations. No city, town, borough, 
!nstltotlon, person, firm, corporation or other entity shall operate or maintain anY pubiTc s.wlrnming area 
oxcop! after compliance vnlh !he following roqulromon!o: 
(1) Every publ~c swimming area shall be provkfed with on-site tollet facilities unless the Director of 

Health determlnos that adequate faclHOas aro already provldcd elsowhoro. Separate toilets for men 
and women shall be provided, with at least one toilet seat for every Mo hundred women and at 
[east one toilet seat for every three hundted men, and at least one hand washing sink or hand 
sanitation station shall be provided wlth each toilet. Tho number of toll~t facilities shall be 
calculated based on the average seasonal dally bather load. All toilets end restroom 
acoomm<ldallons shall be consUuc!ed and loca!od so !hal no oon!aminallon of tho waters us ad by 
the bathers will oo;ur. Toilets shan be Installed w:lth the approval of the local director of heallh so as 
not to create any haalth or safely lssuos. They shall be kept In good repair ancf maintained at all 

(2) 

(3) 
(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

limes In a sanllary cond!Uons, The looalfon of all tolfets shall be plainly tndicated by signs. 
The dressing rooms, ha!~·,ays, tollel rooms, shower rooms or other roomS to whtch bathers have 
access shall be kept clean, \-ve!l ventilated, and In good repair. 'fho flooca shall also be treated with 
a 0.6% chlorine so!ul!on, or athor equivalent disinfectant, dally. 
The ama opon for authorized swimming shall bo cleariy doslgnatod. 
SVdmm!ngln pub!/o swimming areas shall be restricted lodeslgnated areas and durlng assigned 
hours of operation. 
If diving Is permitted, diving shall be permll!ed only off a diving board. No diving boards groaler !han 
slx!een feel In !ens!h shell be permltled. Tho owrter of !he property shall ansure !hal lho diving area 
Is In compliance wfth the required water depths at aU tlrnes, Fordfvlng )?oards of a height of no 
grQator than ona.meter ab¢vo tho water surfaco, tho diving area must meet the following 
requirements: 
{A) not have any submerged or overhead obstructions; 
{B) have a mlnlmum water depth at all times of eleven feet for at least sixteen feet linear 

(G) 
beyond lhO plummet of !he diVIng board; and 
have a minimum water depth at all Urnes of eleven feet for at least eight feet horizontal on 
each sldo of U1e plummet of the diving board. 

For diving board of a height greater than one-meter above the water surfaca, the diving area must 
meet lhe following tQquJrements: 
(D) not have any submerged or overhead obstructions; · 
{E) have a minimum water doplh at all Umes of twelve feet for at least slx(een feet linear 

(F) 
beyond the plummet of the diving board; and 
havo a niJnlmum wator doplh at aU t!mes of twolve feet tot at least e!Dht feet horizontal on 
each side of lhe plummet of the d!vlng board. 

Lifeguard servfces. 
(A) When no l!feguard service Is provided, a notlfloaUon system end a warning slgn(s} shall be 

(B) 

(G) 

posted In a vlsil)le rocatlon(s). The warning sign shall state "Wt~rnlng- No Lifeguard on 
Duly" \'"h 1e!tors lila! are teglol• and a! leas! four lnollos high. . 
Durfng the season, when life{luard service Is provided, a nouncatron syslem shall be 
provided to alert bathers as to whore end whon lifeguard ~ervices oro ava!loblo. 
When there Is a lifeguard on duly: (1) the appropriate lifesaving equipment, Included but not 
limited to a rescue tube, In which 1he lifeguard has been lra!ned to ttse, shall be provfded to 
each lifeguard on duly; and, {2) there shall boa raised stand ror t,ha lifeguard, so placed 
that al! areas of tho bathing area are visible to the lifeguard on duty. 
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(D) A telephone cr equivalent emergency communication davlco shall be provfdod for 
emergency use when tho aroa Is slafled by n lifeguard. 

All public s1•Ammtng areas shall have posted In a vlslblelocollon(o): 
(A) hours of flfegoard coverage If applicable; 
(B) emergency phone lnformaUon; Indicating whether a phono Is ovallab!e or not: 
(C) • If an emergency phone Is not avel!able then directions to me nearest telephone and 

emergency contact phone number shall be posted; and 
(P) . tooalton of noarosl Orstatd unn. 
The sign age print shall be not lass than a half.Jnch typaln size. 
Whenever a publ!c .swimming area fs closed or reopened per the requirements of Section 19a·13· 
B36, the local dlrEictor of health shall follow the follovllng notlftcatlon system; 
(A) Closures: (1) Immediately post aslgn(s) In a conspicuous tocallon(s),lncludln9lhelmmedla!o 

swimming aroa, to notify bathers of the closure; and, (2) notify !he Department of Publlo Health, 
Recreation Program, of such closure wfthln one business day. The fol!ovlfng lnformaUon 
concerl'llng the closure shall be reported: reason for closure and affected swfmmlng area. 

(B) Reopenlngs: (1) remova all posted closure signs; ond, (2) nonfy the Department of Public 
t-foalth, Recreation Pto,gram, within ono buslnoss day of the reopening along with the rauona!o 
for reopening the swlmmlng area. 

The folloWing shall be prohlbllsd In ell designated public swimming areas: (A) domssllo animals; (B) 
boats, unless used for rescue purposes; (C} washing of persons and arUc!es; (D) Jitlating; and (E) 
glass containers. 
The Plrector of Health may: 

(A) Inspect all swimm!ng areas to determine oomp!lanc& with these regulations. 
(B) Issue written warn!ng{s}, dlf~Jcted to the owner of U1e publlo swimming afM, when: 

(I) there Is a violation of these regulations, or; 
(II) a oondU!on Is found that constltutas a public hoa!lh or s·afety hazard or a health 

. nuisance to bathers. 
Such written wamlngs shaf! contain measures, along wlth a time frame for compUanC(}, 
thai shall ba followed to correct any condlllon(s) cited, 

(C) Issue-an order, directed to the owoar of lh& public swimming area, closing the publlo 
swimming area when tM director determines: 

(I) thai the owner of the publfc swimming area has fallod to complywUh the written 
w.amlngs previous[)' Issued under Secllon 19a-13·B36(b)(10)(B), or; 

(10 there Is a slgnlflcant health nuisance or when an Imminent 13t'lfety hazard exists, ori 
(111) when there Is evldenM of communloabfe disease being transmUted to end the 
' ·. tr~nsmlsslon of the disease. 

The publloswtmmlng area shall remain closod unlil such time as !he determined cause 
forolosut$ has been corrected. 

Statement of Purpose: 
The purpose of tho regulation Is (A) to make consistent wllh current practice and standards; (B) to protect pubUc 
health and safety for parsons using pub!lc s\'ifmmlng areas; and (C) to repeal the obsolete sections 19~13.-S34 and 
19·13·936 and replaoo them vnth the new19a·13·036. 


