Jim Vancho

Amendment to bill #5537

March 13, 2014

Dear Legislators:

My name is Jim Vancho, and | live in Fairfield, CT. | strongly support adding the Naturopathic Scope
Expansion language to bill #5537. My family and | have been utilizing Naturopathic Doctors (NDs) for
many years now, and are very pleased with the quality of care that we have received. | look forward to
legislation that expands the services that NDs can provide to my family for several reasons.

First, it seems logical to me that NDs should be able to provide their patients with all the services that
they have been trained to provide.

Second, today’s healthcare system is far too complex and expensive to navigate, and allowing NDs to
perform these additional services would reduce the number of extra office visits and copays to other
doctors that patients need to make for basic services that can easily be performed by the ND. Indeed,
this has an added benefit of cutting down on costs insurance companies need to pay for the additional
claims, which would otherwise end up increasing my premiums.

Finally, | fear that if Connecticut doesn’t modernize the law to allow a level of practice already permitted
in many other states, NDs will eventually “jump ship” to those other states, leaving my family (and all
the residents of Connecticut) with fewer options for healthcare services in general, and in particular,
without the comprehensive ND care we have been accustomed to over the years.

Thank you.



