Christina Burns, M.A., BCBA

38 Walter Streete Chicopee, MA 01013
Phone: 413-315-8182 e Fax: 413-315-8182 e E-Mail: chrissyburns79@gmail.com

Date: March 12, 2014

To Whom It May Concern:

As a Board Certified Behavior Analyst (BCBA) practicing in the state of Connecticut, | want to voice my
opposition to bill number HB 5537, specifically Section 42 (6).

I have been a practicing BCBA in the state of Connecticut for the last 5 years. It is alarming to me that a
bill would pass that would allow Speech Language Pathologists (SLP) to practice Applied Behavior
Analysis (ABA), which I took specific coursework to learn. I currently work in a setting with SLP’s as
part of an interdisciplinary team. The SLP’s often seek guidance from the behavior analysts and do not
typically practice methodology based in ABA nor are SLP’s required to take coursework related to ABA
during their training.

Connecticut already has pre-existing legislation relating to Behavior Analysis and the scope of practice of
Behavior Analysts. This expansion of the scope of practice for SLP’s would cause confusion and
negatively impact already practicing BCBA’s in the state of Connecticut. Also expanding the scope of
practice for SLP’s would need to be reviewed in accordance with Public Act 11-209, An Act
Concerning the Department of Health's Oversight Responsibilities Relating to Scope of Practice
Determinations for Health Care Professionals.

Sincerely,

Christina Burns
Board Certified Behavior Analyst



