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HB 5303: An Act Concerning Access to Emergency Medicine for Children with Epilepsy

Senator Bartclomeo, Representative Urban, Senator Linares, Representative Betts and members of the
Committee on Children, thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on HB 5303, An Act Concerning
Access to Emergency Medicine for Children with Epilepsy.

The Connecticut State Department of Education {CSDE) understands the importance of this issue; however, we
are opposed to the proposed language as written, as noted below.

In Section 1 the language “including, but not limited to, antiepileptic medication,” would allow all school

personnel to be able to administer any medication, including antiepileptic medications to school children. The
Connecticut Board of Examiners for Nurses does not allow for the delegation of all medication administration to
unlicensed personnel due to the need for proper nursing assessment before, during and after the
administration.

We would recommend substitute language in Connecticut General Statutes Section 10-212a({d}{1), because that
is specific o paraprofessionals and would be similar to the current epipen language. This substitute language
also uses the correct terminology as follows:

“(d) {1) With the written authorization of a student’s parent or guardian, and (2) pursuant to the written order of
{A) a physician licensed under chapter 370, (B} an optometrist licensed to practice optometry under chapter
380, (C) an advanced practice fegistered nurse licensed to prescribe in accordance with section 20-94a, or (D) a
physician assistant licensed to prescribe in accordance with section 20-12d, a school nurse and a school medical
advisor may jointly approve and provide general supervision to an identified school paraprofessional to
administer medication, including, but not limited to, medication administered with a cartridge injector, to a
specific student with a medically diagnosed allergic condition that may require prompt treatment in order to
protect the student against serious harm or death and “antiseizure medication to a specific student for prompt

tr eatment of the student’s seizure disorder.” For purposes of this subsection, "cartridge injector” means an
atstomatic prefilled cartridge injector or similar automatic injectable equipment used to deliver epinephrinein a

standard dose for emergency first aid response to altergic reactions.”

T he suggestions above limit the proposed broad allowance for medication administration by any school
personnel; while allowing for the administration of antiseizure medication by paraprofessionals.

The suggested term “antiseizure” and “seizure disarder” is used, as epilepsy is not the only disorder that results
iny seizure activity and would thereby limit the intentions of the Raised Bill.

Thank you for your consideration of this language.
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