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SB 407, An Act Concerning a Hospital Quality of Care Initiative

I submit my testimony in support of Senate Bill 407, An Act Concerning A Hospital
Quality of Care Initiative.

Johnson Memorial Hospital supports Senate Bill 407 because it seeks to improve health
outcomes for Medicaid recipients who are hospitalized and to save state Medicaid
funding on unnecessary emergency room visits, hospitalization and readmissions.

This bill, if it becomes law will accomplish this purpose through implementation of best
practices in health care delivery to Medicaid patients agreed upon through a
collaborative process between the Department of Social Services and the Connecticut
Hospital Association.

When successfully implemented the State of Connecticut and its hospital industry will
be joined in a cooperative effort to reform our state Medicaid healthcare system in a
manner that improves care capability and accountability by shifting the Medicaid
payments from payment for volume of services provided to a payment system based on
value - focusing on the outcomes and quality of care people receive. The changes
proposed by this bill will also allow hospitals to use Medicaid dollars to invest in the
infrastructure needed to make care more effective. In addition as has been true in other
quality initiatives in which Johnson Memorial Hospital participates, best practices and
innovative successes at individual institutions can be shared more broadly to ensure

system wide benefits.




Johnson Memorial Hospital has always been committed to improving patient experience
and ensuring that every person receives safe, excellent care. In fact we believe that
just like clean air, pure water, public safety and excellent education facilities, a high-
quality healthcare system is a foundational building block for any successful economic
growth policy as it creates an environment that creative businesses and skilled workers
expect. In many communities the health care center is a major economic driver to
support its population’s wellness and business initiatives.

In pursuit of excellence in patient care and quality, Johnson has recently adopted High-
Reliability safety and quality initiatives for its organization.

Senate Bill 407 creates a partnership between the State of Connecticut and its hospitals
to improve the quality of the healthcare its citizens receive while lowering the cost of

that care. We urge you to support his bill.

Thank you for your consideration of our position.

etes,

President/CEO




