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| would like to thank the Environment Committee for the opportunity to express my support of SB445 with a
provision to include an additional recommendation from Task Force. | would also like to thank the members of
the Task Force for the time they spent considering this issue and for their final recommendations.

SB 445 includes several laudable recommendations, however, we hoped that this bill would also be amended
to include the 8th recommendation of the Task Force which would require new pet shops established in the
state to only obtain their cats and dogs through the use of humane sourcing.

The task force finding was that the group believes that “pet shops first licensed after a certain date, to be
determined by the legislature, should be required to source their animals from humane origins. Such
requirement could eventually establish Connecticut as a model for other states to follow and therefore have a
positive effect on the health and welfare of cats and dogs that are brought into the state for purchase by
Connecticut residents. This requirement would not apply to a current pet shop licensee who is required to
relocate such business due to a hardship or other circumstance.”

In addition we also hoped the legislature would consider a phase-out for the 16 pets shops who continue to
sell puppy mill animals.

Simply put we would like our state to be the first to lead the nation in ending the practice of selling puppy mill
animals. Even with the best regulations in our state, we cannot regulate the activity in the puppy mills that
operate in other states.

To go down a road of discussing violations, direct or indirect is in my opinion futile, as the standards by which
dogs in puppy mills are allowed to be kept per the American Welfare Act are so minimal that most would
considers them to be survival standards at best. Dogs in puppy mills suffer emotionally and physically and live
their miserable lives in horrible conditions.

I’'m not suggesting that people in our state should not be able to purchase puppies, In fact CT has many local
reputable breeders, and with the thousands of animals who are recurrently in our shelters, there is no good
reason to support puppy mills in order to find puppies and wonderful family companions.

Thank you for giving me an opportunity to testify and | do hope you will strongly support and strengthen this
important piece of legislation.

Sincerely,
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