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I am Martin Mador, 130 Highland Ave., Hamden, CT 06518. I am the volunteer
Legislative Chair for the Connecticut Chapter of the Sierra Club. I hold a Masters of
Environmental Management degree from the Yale School of Forestry and Environmental
Studies.

The knowing and intentional introduction of toxics into our environment 
is very much an environmental issue of concern.

This bill extends the existing lawn pesticide ban for K-8 schools, which protects
vulnerable, growing children, to places other than schools where children tend to be sighted.

Sen. Williams has requested that a ban on GMO grass seed and perennial ornamentals be
included.  As the GMO modification specifically raises tolerance for pesticides, there is a strong
nexus with the purpose of SB 443. These new forms of vegetation will do considerable harm to
the environment, in addition to encouraging increased application of pesticides. The Sierra Club
strongly endorses Sen. Williams’ request. 

 Let’s ask just a few questions to help us keep our priorities about pesticides in proper
order:

What are pesticides? They are chemicals intentionally created for the express purpose of
killing living things. Small insects will die immediately. Humans may not develop negative
reactions for decades after exposure. However, accumulated significant medical research
confirms that health consequences for people exposed will occur.

What illnesses have been linked to chemicals found in pesticides? Asthma, cancer,
damage to the liver, kidney, endocrine system, nervous system.

Why worry about children? Science tells us that young, growing bodies are the most
sensitive to toxics, and so most in need of protection from them.

Does EPA registration mean safe? No, the agency does no testing, and registration does
not imply safety.

What about an emergency infestation? The bill provides for appropriate pesticide use if
necessary.

So why do we still use toxic pesticides? Because we are the Land Of Steady Habits.
Long established practices persist, despite bountiful evidence they can and will do harm. At
times, commercial interests add significantly to our economy and or quality of life. At other
times, they simply protect their own economic interests. So I suggest you look carefully at the
requests of the pesticide applicators trade association, called, somewhat ironically, the
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“Connecticut Environmental Council”.

Are there alternatives? Documented case studies demonstrate that organic, non-toxic
methods can be safe, effective, and without added cost as long as a conversion regimen is
followed.

We are concerned that the language of the bill must make it crystal clear that pesticides
may not be used for the routine and ongoing protection against pests such as mosquitoes.

An article about yet another pesticide study was released this week. Warning Signs: How
Pesticides Harm the Young Brain, by Susan Freinkel, describes a study by UC Berkeley
professor Brenda Eskenazi about children of farm workers This was a long term study which has
spawned over 100 scientific papers. Yes, it is about long term intense exposure of farm workers
to agricultural pesticides, but it shows, yet again, the significant consequences of these toxins to
human health. Find the report at
http://www.thenation.com/article/178804/warning-signs-how-pesticides-harm-young-brain

Connecticut has followed a progression in recent years working to protect its citizens
from unnecessary exposure to toxic substances. We have a ways to go. This bill is the next step
in the campaign to keep us safe from toxic pesticides.


