
To Whom It May Concern, 

 

I am a landscape architect. When people ask me what I do I tell them I am the person called for 

unintended consequences. My business is the trying to undo all the harm caused by things like 

erosion, flooding, etc.. Many of us don't realize the connectedness of issues like pesticides and 

GMO plants. The soil, the plants in the soil and all the billions of biological organisms within the 

soil form a dynamic system. When you change one part of that system you change the way it 

works. We talk about the balance of nature, but that's a slightly misleading idea. Nature really is 

self-designing over millenia to manage change. When that change happens slowly it can change 

the system without breaking it. When that change comes too quickly the system can go wildly 

out of balance very easily.  

 

What does all this have to do with GMO grass and pesticides? Two things. First, pesticides kill 

off a lot of the soil biology which is part of the system that both supports plants and provides soil 

structure. When you kill part of the system it has an effect on the rest of the system. In the case 

of pesticides you lose many of the organisms that are making soil structure, that is a structure 

that holds together, has lots of water stored in it and makes nutrients available to the plants that 

are in it. Secondly, we don't know everything there is to know about these systems. When we 

genetically modify a plant, especially one that is not native, but invasive in many places we don't 

know exactly what the effect will be. Anyone who tells you otherwise is foolishly overconfident. 

History is littered with examples of hubristic enthusiasm gone wrong. 

 

Please vote to ban GMO grass and pesticides from Connecticut. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Hilary Noonan, MLA 

Principal 

Syntax Land Design, LLC 

 


