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RE: SB-68, An Act Authorizing the Use of Certain Microbial and Biochemical Pesticides and 

Grub Control Products on School Grounds. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony to the committee.   

 

Toxics Action Center Campaigns is a public health and environmental organization that works 

side-by-side with communities to clean up and prevent pollution, while developing long-term 

citizen leaders. For many years, we have helped citizen groups across New England to protect 

public health and the environment by working to clean up hazardous waste sites, curb pesticide 

spraying, and reduce pollution from hazardous waste, energy facilities, and industrial facilities. 

Over the last year, we worked with residents in several communities in the state, including a 

group in Bridgeport that is advocating for the responsible retirement of the city’s coal-fired 

power plant. I am writing this to encourage you to modify Senate Bill No. 68: An Act 

Authorizing the Use of Certain Microbial and Biochemical Pesticides and Grub Control Products 

on School Grounds.  

 

I support the replacing text in part 2(c) with the following language: “a pesticide classified by the 

US EPA as an exempt material under 40 CFR Part 152.25.”  

 

The above language is more targeted and specific, ensuring that only substances with minimal 

risks and with permitted inert ingredients are allowed on school grounds. It gives an explicit 

outline of safer products and product ingredients.  

 

This proposed modification to the bill will ensure that the health and wellbeing of Connecticut’s 

children is protected, while still allowing school districts additional options for managing pests. 

With the above modifications, Toxics Action Center Campaigns would fully support Senate Bill 

68. We urge the Committee to maintain the strides that have been made in protecting the 

environment and public health and to judiciously ensure that only specific, safe alternatives are 

allowed back onto school grounds. 

 

Thank you for your time. 

  

Jeff Butke 

Community Organizer 

Toxics Action Center Campaigns 

 


