March 13, 2014
To whom it may concern,

| am a fourth generation pig farmer with a farrow to finish operation. My family has been
actively involved with pork production for over 100 years, including being involved with the
Connecticut Pork Producers Association before it dissolved.

As a pig farmer with sows (pregnant pigs), | am alarmed that Connecticut is considering
legislation that would outlaw a humane method of housing, utilized by farmers across the
country for decades and accepted by American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) and the
American Association of Swine Veterinarians (AASV). While supporters of this legislation may
use emotional arguments to support their position, there are more fundamental, scientific
reasons to vote against this bill.

While my farm does not utilize gestation stalls, | do value the option and the freedom to do so.
As family farmers, we make decisions on what is best for our animals and workers based on
recommendations from our veterinarian, sound scientific research and the various tools
available to us. Our veterinarians and the people who work with the pigs know the animals
behaviors and are the experts on what is best for the animals. This legislation would essentially
make criminals out of Connecticut family farmers, simply for listening to our veterinarians and
sound science while trying to do the best thing for our animals.

A vote in support of this bill is a vote against Connecticut family farmers, because by passing it
you are essentially saying that we are unable to make our own decisions about what is best for
our animals on our farms. | have invested thousands of dollars building my operation to care for
my pigs in the best way possible. Climate-controlled barns, the best nutritional diets we can
make, and constant attention, all designed to make the pigs as comfortable and healthy as
possible. Proponents of this legislation are essentially accusing farmers of not being able to
make the right choices, and not having the animals welfare at heart. It is the farmers right to
make those decisions that they deem appropriate for their animals which are their livelihood.

Additionally, if passed, this legislation would be the first time the state of Connecticut has taken
the stance of dictating animal housing practices. | fear this as a slippery slope against animal
agriculture in the state. The proponents of this legislation have waged war on local family farms
in other states by pushing similar legislation regarding egg production, only to come back a few
years later and push for even more extreme changes, leaving in their wake, destroyed family
farms only trying to do right by their animals and earn a small living.

Please stand with Connecticut family farms and vote against Section 2 of Bill No. 5416.

Sincer

Jomathan Secchiaroli
Waterford, CT



