Dear Members of the Education Committee,

| am writing to you as a parent and teacher with grave concern about the implementation of
Common Core State Standards and Smarter Balance Assessments and ask that you support H.B.
No. 5078, AN ACT IMPOSING A MORATORIUM ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS and H.B. No. 5331, AN ACT CONCERNING THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE REVISIONS TO THE PEAC GUIDELINES.

| am extremely concerned that the quality of our children's education has been impacted
negatively since the state hurriedly adopted CCSS and moved to implement new testing systems
within the past two years. It is abundantly clear that these initiatives have been put into place
quickly with minimal input from all stakeholders and even less support for our children's needs.
While the goals of CCSS are appropriate and | support these standards, it is clear that the rush to
test has put extraordinary and unnecessary stress on our students with little benefit.

The Connecticut Department of Education has initiated these multiple changes in an extremely
short period of time and has, without a doubt, botched the implementation of CCSS and Smarter
Balanced assessments. The Department of Education should have put multiple supports in place
for the implementation of both CCSS and Smarter Balanced assessments in a multi-tiered phase-
in process far in advance of testing. Without critical supports (such as training, curriculum
materials, model/exemplar lessons, funding for technology) many teachers have been left to
figure out how to respond to both a new curriculum and new assessments on their own. Few
teachers have had the necessary training, support, and time needed to radically alter instructional
methods to align to CCSS. As a result of this poorly planned rollout, it is abundantly clear that
CCSS are being implemented inconsistently.

Beyond curriculum changes, the Smarter Balanced assessments that were adopted without
exhaustive study, have not been shown to be valid or reliable indicators of student learning or
performance. There is no doubt that they demand increasingly higher skills and abilities but the
reliability of these assessments has not been shown by any scientific-based long term studies.
Yet in spite of this, Connecticut has chosen to place extraordinary stress on students without
fully vetting these assessments (which are in fact still in the field test phase!). School districts
are focusing their energies on preparing students for assessments that have not been shown to
accurately assess students.

Further exacerbating implementation difficulties is the fact that the new teacher evaluation
system, which has been touted as a way to support teachers, has in fact, become a paperwork
nightmare. | have personally spent over thirty hours on paperwork and data entry during the past
two months during my evaluation process. This is above and beyond the time I spend planning,
teaching, evaluating student work, helping students, and communicating with parents. The
combination of the CCSS, Smarter Balanced assessments, and new teacher evaluation has taken
significant time away from my work with my students and has, in fact, reduced my ability to
support my neediest students. While | support the need to have a more effective teacher
evaluation system which can improve teaching and learning, the recently implemented
requirements have, in fact, reduced teachers ability to be effective in supporting students.



Furthermore, the direct connection between teacher evaluation, new untested assessments, and a
new curriculum which has not yet been fully implemented or supported, is illogical at best. A
basic tenet of scientific studies is that correlation does not equal causation. While I support more
strategic and effective assessments of students and teachers, the data produced at this time is
neither valid nor reliable. Student learning and performance can be assessed but it is not
scientifically possible to identify a single causative agent (such as an individual teacher) to a
student's performance. There is no sound statistical and/or scientific basis for evaluating
teachers on student performance on these assessments.

To implement these changes effectively, we need a deliberate and strategic phase-in of CCSS
and supporting curriculum followed by a phase-in of assessments. We have begun the process of
re-aligning instruction to CCSS during the past few years with little support from the Department
of Education but we have made tremendous progress in spite of the short time frame. To assess
students and teachers with these systems so quickly will not support teaching and learning.

| respectfully ask the education committee to consider the need to truly support teachers in
meeting the needs of our students. Rushing to implement new curriculum, assess students with
an unproven test, and evaluating teachers with these results does nothing to address the multiple
root causes of many of our students' struggles. To meet our students needs, we need supports
that target our students' needs, not a system which just provides a more challenging test. By de-
coupling CCSS from SBAC and teacher evaluation at this time, | believe that teachers will be
able to better prepare to meet the needs of all of our students. | thank you for your time and
attention and urge you to consider looking at policies which will truly support the children of
Connecticut.

Respectfully Submitted,

Cory Slifstein

8th Grade Science Teacher and Science Instructional Leader
Guilford Public Schools



