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" Senator Hartley, Representative Dargan, and membersl of the Public Safety and Security Committee,

{.am the Reverend Ken‘t'Siladi Conferencé Minister. for the Connécticut Conference, United Church of
Christ, and | am writing today'in su;:)port of House Bill 5387: An Act Concerhing Keno: | support repeal of
the authonzatlon of the Connect;cut Lottery Corporation to introduce Keno in Connectigut:

~ lam writing on bahah’" of the 240 congr’egations and more than 75,000 pea'ple in our state’s churches. In
. fact, the United Church of Christ (UCC) is the largest Protestant denommatlon in Connecticut. Natlonaiiy,
the UCC has more than 5,700 corgregations, w1th ﬂearly 1 mlliEOﬂ members,

Legalizing keno would mc’r’ease the risk of gamhling and probiem gamblinig among minors: Children

* would be exposed to Keno gambling at dining tables in restaurants. Not only would minors chse§y watch
their parents gamble, but parents may invite their children to participate, as has been observed in other
states where keno is widespread in restaurants. This is the wrong message 1o send to our children. We:
want our children to make good decisions and healthy choices..

The Connecticut Conference of the United Church of Chirist does not think Keno gambling is beneficial to
the'residents of Connecticut. Legalizing Keno would expand the number of places where this lottery
product would be available in establishments that serve altohol. Drinking alcohol while gambl!ng isa-
toxic mix, contributing to the deterioration ofjudgmem: and contro[

in Connecticut, etectronic gambling is anly availai&ié at the tribal casinos. If electronic gambling becomes

available throughout the state, problem and underage gamblmg will increase, as it has in other '
communities in the United States and other countries. This hxghEy addictive slectronic gambimg game

~ could be introduced into as many as 3,000 sites.

There are many social, health, and. economtc costs related to-keno. The latest research shows it is hlghiy
* addictive, which could lead to broken families, crime, and bankruptey. Legahzed gambling hits low-
income earners, retirees, and the unemiployed the hardest: populations that are already hit by economic

nequality: There is no justice in using addictive gambllng machlnes to obiain revenue from the.most
vuinerable populations.

We therefore urge the Committee to support House Bilt 5387 that, if adopted, would i'epeal the
authortzation of the Cennecttcut Lottery Corporation to introduce keno in Confiecticut.

Thank you for all your work and for the opportumty to supply wntten testzmony in support of House Bill
5387.. .

Blessings,
- Revérend Kent Siladi

God is still speaking,
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