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Good afternoon Chairman Kissel, Chairwoman Mushinsky, and members of the Program
Review and Investigations Committee. My name is Camilie Thomas and I am a senior at the
University of Connecticut. Thank you for the opportunity to speak to you today.

I am here today to testify as a resident of the state of Connecticut, a college student, and an
educator. As a resident of a small Connecticut town, I have known about the University of
Connecticut for my entire life. It was assumed that I would be applying when it came time for
college. However, I had pictured myself at a small, private college; a college very different than
UConn. But I continued to research the cost of college and my intended major, math education, I
soon came to a new conclusion. As a high achieving student on track to graduate as the
salutatorian of my class, I would receive a full tuition scholarship and a spot in the Honors
Program. The Honors Program offered me the small college feel I was looking for while at the
same time providing a low-cost altetnative to private universitics. 1meet my best friends
through the Honors Program and it has provided me guidance and a sense of family throughout
my four years at UConn,

The University of Connecticut Honors Program also served as a strong fit for me academically.
It challenged me and pushed me to expand my knowledge into new areas of study. T have been
given opportunities not normally granted to undergraduate students. Asa requirement of the
Honors Program, I am currently writing a thesis in the education field, and was given the
opportunity to perform my own research in a school. Few people can say they have given and
analyzed their own survey, and even fewer are college students. The entichment provided by the
Honors Program will definitely benefit me when I begin to look for a career in education.

As soon as I realized the quality of the Neag School of Education, I knew UConn was the school
for me. I have wanted to be a teacher my whole life and UConn continued to support my love
for education. Ihave had the opportunity to work in numerous school districts across the state
and work with fantastic teachers. Many people have insisted that I will have no problem finding
a job as a math education graduate of UConn, and I have no doubt it is true based on the quality
of education I am receiving.

As an educator, T have worked with high school students at the First Star Academy at UConn and
as a student teacher in a Hartford public high school. I have seen firsthand the power UConn has
on these students. UConn represents a dream to them and they work every day to achieve this
dream. They tell me every day that they want to go to UConn and constantly ask for details
about college. For many of these students, financial aid packages are a necessity in order to
attend college. These students could thrive in a college setting but they must be given the
opportunity in order to succeed. UConn must remain affordable and accessible so that all
students, especially my students, have the chance to graduate and better the lives around them.
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To conclude, I would like to reaffirm my belief that UConn was and still is the best fit for me as
a college student. Tt has provided me a challenging, rewarding education at a reasonable cost
that would have been hard to find eisewhere,

Thank you for your time and listening to my story. [ would be happy to answer any questions
you may have.




