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Dear Senator Gerratana, Representative Johnson and members of the Public Health 
Committee.  
I am writing on behalf of my son and others who live with intellectual disabilities to speak IN 
FAVOR of Raised H.B. No. 5534 - AN ACT CONCERNING THE PROVISION OF SERVICES 
TO INDIVIDUALS WITH INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES.
My 22 year old Son Matthew is diagnosed with High Functioning Autism, and has issues with 
focus, socialization, understanding of the task given to him, trouble understanding the difference  
between reality and fantasy, and knowing what is appropriate and what is not.  We can teach 
how to act, but not why you should that way, and how others feel when he does things that may 
hurt feels.
We have dedicated our lives to try to help him be successful and function in society.  Shortly 
after moving to Tolland and learning that there no programs for children with disabilities I helped 
start the Tops Soccer program in Tolland, the first of it's kind in NE CT.  As a result of our 
program's success, the founders raised funds and created a how to start a Tops Soccer 
Program in your Community video.   My wife started a Teen Center Night that was a huge 
success, only to be shut down by the town of Tolland due to funding.  We also helped start and 
continue to participate in Special Olympics.   
I am also involved in non-profits to help people with disabilities.  I was a board member for 
March, Inc. of Manchester a non-profit organization providing residential support to people who 
have developmental disabilities and am currently a member of the Board of Directors for 
Opportunity Works CT, a non-profit organization providing assisted employment for people with 
mental disabilities.  It is what I have learned working with these two organizations that has me 
concerned for the future of my son, the mentally disability community and society.  
My son Matt currently receives medical benefits, and the supports to get to and work at 
Opportunity Works, CT about 6 hours a day, 5 days a week. Unfortunately the current economy 
does not provide the opportunity to actually work and get paid all those hours, but the agency 
creates additional internal jobs and provides work related skills. The agency is critical to his well 
being as it gives him a reason to get up in the morning, makes him feel like he is productive and 
working, and keeps his mind busy.  It also allows my wife time to work and shop.  It would be 
great to see some incentives on companies to allow for paid or unpaid apprenticeships for 
people with disabilities.
What has me concerned is the massive cuts to DDS that effect transportation and the ability to 
provide job assistance and residential housing.  Over the past few years there has been an 
increased demand for the services, but there are fewer public dollars.



My son can not drive and loosing the transportation to get to work, and the supports to keep him 
on task to provide a valuable service would make him unemployable and force my wife to quit 
her job.  
Knowing my son will never receive residential services with the current waiting list is saddening, 
I expect we will take care of him until we can no longer do so, but the increasing rate of people 
with disabilities and the extending life spans will create huge demands on the already stressed 
non-profit systems and cutting back on services now is not sustainable and not fair to the 
persons who can not take care of themselves.
Please help to provide assisted employment so my son can contribute, and not end up needing 
a babysitter, and assisted housing so when the primary caregivers are no longer capable, they 
will not end up in the streets. 
Thank You,
Bill Scully 
Matthew Scully


