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Senator Gerratana, Representative Johnson and members of the
committee, thank you for the opportunity to speak before you this morning
in support-of Hospital Conversion bills. Thank you for taking a leadership
role in this very important issue.

In an ever changing landscape for healthcare delivery it is.important that
the Legislature and the committees of cognizance have a role. | share the
concerns and want to ensure that Waterbury Hospital continues to provide
affordable, quality care and good jobs with existing retirement security
agreements to maintain excellent staffing. The hospital must also provide
hot only the community benefits it does now, including care for the
umnsured but put in place other protections and ongoing oversight of
service levels to ensure that the hospital priorities are community based.

| have always had a firm commitment to continue the community based
model that is the history of Waterbury Hospital and understand that what
we do now is critical to the future model of not for profit to profit. | support
providing important protections before any sale or a merger is approved.

Thank you for allowing me to testify on this important issue. | look forward

to working with you in the future as we shepherd these hospitals into a new
frontier. -
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