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March 19, 2014

Good morning Senator Gerratana, Representative Johnson and members of the Public Health
Committee. My name is Paul Rapanault. | am the Director of Legislation/Political Affairs of the
Uniformed Professional Fire Fighters of Connecticut. The UPFFA represents 4,000 career fire fighters,
Emergency Medical Technicians and dispatchers in nearly 60 municipal and state local unions.

| am here today to speak in OPPOSITION to Senate Bill 439, AN ACT CONCERNING
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES ADVISORY BOARD.

Although well intentioned, the bill has a negative impact on 7-313e of the Connecticut
General Statutes, Authority of fire officer during emergency.

This act gives the overall command of an emergency scene to the ranking fire officer and has
been in effect since at least 1975. It is critical to the effective mitigation of any emergency and
provides a unified command structure necessary during such operations.

Chief John Oates of the East Hartford Fire Department has submitted expert testimony on this
subject and | refer you to that testimony.

Thank you for your consideration.
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