Pomperaug Health District
77 Main Street, North
Southbury, CT 06488

March 14, 2014
To: Public Health Committee - CGA
From: Neal Lustig, MPH, Director of Health, Pomperaug Health District

Re: RB 433

As the Director of a Local Health Department, | support the efforts in
streamlining the licensing process for “community providers” of health care and
human services. Qur agency, The Pomperaug District Department of Health (PDDH),
serves the communities of Woodbury, Southbury and Oxford. The Districtis
licensed by the State Department of Health (SDPH) for some of our functions, and
we work with numerous agencies and non-profit providers who have their own
licenses and certifications.

In regards to the above I would like the Committee Members to become
aware of a whole new class of certifications deriving from the Affordable Care Act.
These are detailed in the recently submitted “Connecticut Healthcare Innovation
Plan” as prepared by the CT Office of Health Care Advocate and submitted to the
Center for Medicare and Medicaid (CMS) as part of a potential $45,000,000 grant
award to the State of CT. This excellent document, submitted to CMS on December
30, 2014, established a whole new category of disease reduction activities, termed
“Prevention Service Centers”. The role of the the newly created Prevention
Centers will be to provide a single source of evidence-based, preventive services to
local primary care providers. The report further recommends that these newly
entities, community based, be certified by a new state freview structure, created for
this purpose. | hope that the Public Health Committee takes the new, soon to be

-created disease prevention system, into account when revising or expanding these
regulations. Thank you for your time and consideration of this matter.



