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Members of the committee, my name is Michael Conard. I'm a student at the
University of Hartford and a resident of Waterbury, CT. I am here today to voice my
opposition to H.B. 5326.

I would like to begin by acknowledging the sensitivity of the matter at hand.
Terminal fllness is a difficult and emotional issue for all invelved, an issue that |
have faced multiple times within my own family.

However, no law should use personal emotion as its basis, but rather sound
judgment. It is unreasonable that patients should be able to demand lethal drugs
from their doctors, whose responsibility it is to protect and nurture human life. I
understand that the fear of pain and losing control over one’s life can be powerful
and deeply rooted, but we must understand that not even these can entitle someone
to enlist another in their suicide. Every patient should have the right to refuse
treatment, of ceurse, but that is very different from empowering doctors to deat out
death upen request.

I would also like to stress that, according to every available dictionary definition,
what we are dealing with here is in fact assisted suicide, despite the euphemisms
employed to obscure the matter. Therefore [ urge the committee to treat this as the
iaw already treats assisted suicide, and vote ‘no’ on H.B. 5326.



