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Members of the Public Health Committee, 
My name is Jackie Godston and I am a senior at Saint Paul Catholic High School in 
Bristol. I am writing the following letter in opposition to the proposed bill H.B No 5326—
an act concerning compassionate aid in dying for terminally ill patients. Please, please, 
please actually read this I have important stuff to say. 
I am seventeen years old. I have lived seventeen very short years and this winter, I 
almost decided to end it. I was diagnosed with severe depression and I honestly 
believed that my life would never, ever get better. I believed life was not worth living and 
the pain would never end. But then, it changed. My opinion changed because I am a 
human. I received the correct medicine at the correct dose and my eyes were cleared. I 
was able to see the true value of life in almost a year. If I had been able to end it, I 
would have and I would have never been able to truly understand how truly valuable 
every moment is.  
Life is sacred. My faith as a Catholic has taught me that. It states very clearly in the fifth 
commandment, “Thou shall not kill.” It does not say “Thou shall not kill unless you’re 
uncomfortable” or “Thou shall not kill unless you’re having a crappy day”. No. Life is 
sacred and should be held in the highest regard and maintained at a cost proportionate 
to the future. I do not believe in incredibly extenuating circumstances, like a heart 
transplant on a 100 year old person, but if this person could benefit and thrive from help, 
they should receive it. Actively taking a life, even your own, is desperately morally 
wrong. I know that whatever disease this person has may really blow. It may seem like it 
won’t be worth it. BUT HOW COULD YOU POSSIBLY KNOW. Diagnoses are often 
incorrect. Life expectancy estimates are often wrong. Quickly, six months can turn into 
six years or a spot on the brain can be a problem with the MRI machine. There is a 
ridiculous amount of human error in medicine. Albeit, there is less than there once was 
these days as opposed to days past, but there is still lots of error. ALL THE TIME. 
ERROR IS SUPER COMMON AND IT HAPPENS ALL THE TIME.  
The people who are wanting assisted suicide are often super depressed about a 
diagnosis. They may just need some anti-depressants and psychiatric help. DUDE. 
DON’T LET THIS GO THROUGH. TOTALLY NOT COOL!!! PLEASE! 
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