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An Act Concerning Regionalism and making Technical Changes to Statutes
Concerning Municipal Tax Collection

The Northeastern Connecticut Council of Governments supports Raised Bill 5584, An Act Concerning
Regionalism and making Technical Changes to Statutes Concerning Municipal Tax Coltection and urges the
membership of the Planning and Development Committee to give it favorable consideration.

Specifically:

» Section 1a of the bill makes clear that there are to be nine councils of governments and lists the towns that
are members of each. Listing the towns for each respective COG makes clear their membership and is a
statutory reference for such membership - no such reference or statutory endorsement of the membership

currently exists.

» Section 1b is technical and a good adjustment to the statute in line with the overall changes made to regions
recently,

» Section 2a and 3, makes (lines 87 and 88) a change reflective of the fact that there will only be regional
councils of governments and not regional planning organizations.

» Section 4 is technical and consistent with the change to COGs

» Section 6 is technical and consistent with the change to COGs

» Section 6 and 7 are not ones that NECCOG has a position on

» Section 8 is technical.

» Section 9 NECCOG eliminated its regional planning commission more than a decade ago and moved the
authority and actions of that group to the NECCOG itself. This change, which is similar to the proposed
language in Section 9 has worked well. Many of the issues addressed by a regional planning commission go

well beyond the focus of a planning board and we believed than and continue to contend that the COG itself
is the appropriate body for acting on regional referrals and planning matters.
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» Section 10 The seven initiatives outlined in this section come from the MORE Commission. NECCOG has
been a participant in the MORE Commission and fully supports the seven programs that will, we believe, lead
to greater efficiencies and savings for municipalities and our state.

» Section 11 and 12 is, in our view, a positive addition to the statute. Our experience has been that not all
towns wish to participate in a given program - yet those that do can realize significant savings. For example,
nine of our sixteen towns participate in our Animal Services Program - realizing savings from 10 to 60 percent
and better coverage. We also have a Regional Revaluation Program that 11 of our then twelve towns
participated in - the savings are more than $650,000. The point is that not all programs equally serve all
towns and our towns want the ability to pick what works best for them. The RPI program has been a terrific
opportunity to try new approaches - the proposed change adds a reflection of the reality that we encounter
with the delivery of regional programs.

The Northeastern Connecticut Councii of Governments is strongly committed to the course set by this General
Assembly regarding the change to councils of governments and the enhancement of regionalism. The changes
made last year and those included in this bill codify that commitment. The initiatives contained in Section 10
that came from the Regional Entities Sub-Committee of the MORE Commission will, we believe, demonstrate
the potential for savings and efficiencies for common back room operations in terms of data storage, recovery
and collection - moving us from paper to the true electronic age.

Thank you for your consideration of our views. Please do not hesitate to contact us shoutd you have any
questions.

John Filchak
Executive Director
860-774-1263

john filchak@neccog.org
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