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ENFIELD — Thompsonville Fire District taxpayers voted Wednesday night to increase the advertisement
number of commissionets on the boatd, to change the process by which taxpayers are nominated
* for commissioner positions, and to change the voting procedure.

“The two-hour?plus meeting started with an hoﬁr-long discussion about how to add two commissioners to the
three-person board. The status of one of the three commissioners, Bob Gillespie, is still a topic of debate.

Taxpayers were concerned with the wording of the new resolution, specifically on the terms the two new
commissioners would serve, .

"The taxpayers voted 30-2 that during the upcoming annual meeting in May, three commissioner seats will be
up for a vote. One would be Dominic Alaimo's seat, which would have been up for a vote regardless of the
resolution, and the other two would be new seats, bringing the total number of commissioners to five. The

other two seats are not up for election this year.

The highest three vote-getters during the May election will join the Commission. The two highest vote-getters
will serve three-yeat-terms, and the next highest will serve a two-year term. After the two-year term is up,
that seat will change to a three-year torm, Taxpayers wanted to stagger the terms on the commission 10 ensure
that no more than two of the five seats would be up for election at any time.

The taxpayers also approved, 23-1, a change in the nomination process. Until 2013, taxpayers nominated
candidates from the floor during the annual meeting each May, East ycar, the district implemented a 30-day
rule, in which nominations had to be submitted to the firchouse 30 days before the annual meeting. Starting -
this year, taxpayers interested in a commission seat will have to fill out an application and submit it fo the
firehouse before the district's regularly scheduled meeting in April. Interested candidates also must nominate
themselves or have a proxy nominate them during the April meeting,

The final change involve voting procedure, approved 21-3, Up until now, taxpayers voted during the annual
meeting in May. Starting this year, taxpayers may vote at a to-be-announced polling location from 6 am. to 8

p.m, on the day of the annual meeting.




The fire department's vice president of fhe local 3059 firefighter union David Hayes said, "Tonight's votes are
heading the district in the right direction."

Other taxpayers voiced similar sentiments, noting that an increase in the number of commissioners has been a
discussion for many years.

A link to the commissioner application can be found here: http://www.enfield-
ct.gov/filestorage/21/25670/32280/39278/Commissioner_application,pdf
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