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Everyone deserves a secure retirement.

3/3/14

Gov. Malloy,

When you speak with President Obama on Wed., please consider those of us (in
particular- me) who have been unemployed from a permanent position since
2008, have signed up with CTWorks and has taken advantage of all the
resources available to me. | have volunteered to close gaps in my work history,
have gone back to school and achieved an A.S. degree and is presently in
school to enhance my skills so that | become more marketable just like the
President suggested we do. | am still unemployed, still middie aged, still paying
bills (including higher utility bills) and willing to work part time just to be able to
put money away for a retirement, since | have not been able to contribute to an
IRA account since 2009, but | am tapping out my savings now. What will
increasing the minimum wage do for me? Those few times that | have actually
been able to get in front of someone to discuss a job, they want to pay only $9.00
or $10.00 per hour. My twin daughters who are just starting out, are getting $9.00
per hr. Why should someone who has worked over 36 yrs, gotten a degree, does
volunteering, continues to educate herself, pays her bills including student aid,
and contributes to her children's education, be pushed pack to minimum wage? |
should be valued because | have worked for 36 years (not in the same job but
many.) My husband works to pay most of the bills, and does not have extra
money to pay into his pension plan either. We still live paycheck to

paycheck. What is being done to help us? When and if | ever get a job, it looks
like | still won't be able to contribute to an IRA if minimum wage is all | can aspire
to after 36 yrs of work experience. Let's not forget that to live in CT, you need to
make at least $21 + an hour. p.s, | am a supporter of a "chained” IRA (annuity-
my idea) or MYRA account. But, | need a decent paying job that gets me ahead,
not keeps kicking me back.

Thank you for listening,

Sue

Woodbridge

Sue Torgerson
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