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Good afternoon Representative Urban, Senator Bartolomeo and distinguished members of the Children’s
Committee. Thank you for the opportunity to testify today.

My name is Anne Hulick, and I am the Co-Director of CT Clean Water Action and the Coordinator of the
Coalition for a Safe and Healthy Connecticut (Coalition). T am also a nurse with many years of experience
in environmental health. The Coalition is a large advocacy organization comprised of over fifty-five
member organizations of health professionals, environmental justice advocates, labor groups, public health
professionals, environmental experts, faith based groups, scientists and many individuals across
Connecticut that are concerned about the growing body of research linking exposure to toxic chemicals
with the rise in serious diseases. Toxic chemical exposure during critical windows of fetal development
and to young infants and children is of particular concern.

The Coalition strongly supports SB 46. [ appreciate the opportunity to testify on behalf of the
Coalition.

We've learned a lot about the unintended consequences of toxic chemicals. Exposure to pesticides
poses a high risk to a developing fetus and children. Research over the last 30 years strongly links
exposure to toxic chemicals from products with the rising incidence of diseases, particularly in
children.! There is growing consensus that exposure to toxic chemicals in consumer products,
particularly for children, is the #1 suspect for the rise in many serious diseases. Analyses of umbilical
cord blood of babies born in the U.S. shows the presence of an average of over 200 industrial

chem icals, pesticides and chemicals known to be carcinogenic and neurotoxic and disruptive to the
endocrine system.?

Pesticides are a group of chemicals specifically designed to be toxic. Many work by being toxic to the
brain and nervous system. Dr. Landrigan, noted physician and researcher on the health impacts of

! Safer Chemicals Healthy Families, “Chemicals and Our Health: Why Recent Science Is A Call To Action” (2012), p. 3.
available at: http://healthreport.saferchemicals.org/

2 Availgble at: http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=newborn-babies-chemicals-exposure-bpa
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