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 Senator Coleman, Representative Fox, Senator Kissel, Representative Rebimbas and 

members of the Judiciary Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify, on behalf of the 

Judicial Branch, in support of Senate Bill 458, An Act Implementing the Recommendations of 

the Task Force to Study Methods for Improving the Collection of Past Due Child Support.  At 

the outset, I would like to thank Senator Paul Doyle, who served as the chairperson of the Task 

Force, as well as the other members of the Task Force, for their work on this important issue.   

This bill would enhance Connecticut’s efforts to collect child support for the needy 

mothers and children of our state by implementing many of the Task Force’s recommendations.  

While the Judicial Branch supports the bill in full, I will confine my remarks to two key 

provisions.  Section 2 of the bill permits Judicial Marshals to serve a copy of a capias mittimus – 

as opposed to the original order – on any person in their custody or in a courthouse.  As members 

of the Committee may recall, the General Assembly authorized Judicial Marshals to provide 

service in these limited instances in 2011.  Allowing the Judicial Marshal to serve a copy of the 

capias order – just as DSS Special Police Officers and State Marshals may do – ensures a greater 

likelihood of success because the marshal will not need to locate the original order and wait for it 

to be brought to the courthouse.   

 Section 7 of the bill authorizes one million dollars to be appropriated to the Judicial 

Branch to increase staffing in our Support Enforcement Services (SES) unit.  While I recognize 

that funding is a matter for the Appropriations Committee to consider, I would note that 2/3 of 

state expenditures in this area are reimbursed by the federal government.  I would also like to 

take this opportunity to comment on our current staffing level.   
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 SES, as members of the committee may be aware, is responsible for monitoring and 

enforcing child support orders, as well as for all day-to-day contact with both custodial and non-

custodial parents.  Incredibly, our SES officers have a caseload average of 2000 cases each; with 

caseloads this large, the officers can do little but to respond to the most urgent child support 

needs of their clients and fulfill their statutory duties to initiate, facilitate, and present contempt 

to modification motions in court.   If the Branch received increased funding for SES, it would 

allow us to work more proactively with Connecticut’s families, including parents involved in the 

14,000 cases where no child support is being paid and the program currently lacks information 

about the income or assets of the non-paying parent. 

Connecticut currently ranks a dismal 38th in states for the percentage of child support 

collected.  I urge you to support this bill so that we may begin to improve on our percentage of 

money collected for the benefit of Connecticut’s children and families. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill.  
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