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March 10, 2014

To:  Senator Coleman, Representative Fox and Members of the Judiciary Committee
From: Julie Kushner, Director, UAW Region 9A

Re:  SB31 AAC CONTINUED DELIVERY OF LEGAL SERVICES TO THE POOR

Good afternoon Senator Coleman, Representative Fox and members of the Judiciary
Committee. My name is Julie Kushner and [ am the Regional Director for the United Auto
Workers Region 9A. On behalf of our members who provide free legal services to low
income families throughout Connecticut, we strongly urge passage of the Governor’s bill B
31 to stabilize funding for legal aid programs in the state.

Our members make a difference in the lives of your constituents - elderly and children in
need of lawyers, battered women forced to get relief in court, people at risk of
homelessness, and many more. They are incredibly dedicated to their clients and their
communities.

Over the years, however, as you know, they have taken furloughs, layoffs, and staff’
reductions yet continued to provide the highest level of service possible under such
strained conditions. Unfortunately, fewer resources and staffing have resulted in needy
clients not getting the services they require. These workers are special and I know you
understand that because, as a committee, you have always been very supportive of their
work.

SB 31 will eliminate the sunset on court fee funding of legal services, and would increase
the percentage of those fees going to legal aid programs. No court fees would be raised.
This bill simply preserves the status quo. Without the elimination of this sunset provision,
legal aid programs will once again be left to resort to reducing staffing and services.

Please support the Governor’s bill and stabilize funding for legal services to these
Connecticut’s low income families.

Thank you.
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