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Mr. Chairman and Members of the Judiciary Committee, thank you for this opportunity to submit testimony on behalf of An Act Establishing
A Child Nursery Tacility At The Connecticut Correctional Institution, Niantic. I am testifying here today on behalf of members of the
Breaking the Cycle — Empowering Families Support Group and CCSU- Institute for Munlc:ipal and Regional Policy. We are a group of
people who have been impacted by the judicial system, whether from our own personal experience, Joved one or friend. We urge you to pass
Bill No. 5569 and establish a nursery at Niantic, allowing women who are being detained awaiting disposition of pending charges, or have
been sentenced to 18 months or less to not be separated from their baby.

We have members of the group who have given birth while incarcerated at York and were not allowed to keep their baby. Although these
women are in the process of turning their lives around now, I have to wonder if the process of change would have transpired sooner if these
woinen did not have to live with the hurt, pain and guilt of being separated from their baby. I have known many women who would have

been excellent mothers and never given the chance because they were incarcerated and lost their parental rights because they had no one to
take care of the baby.

The American Psychological Society found that infants who bond securely with their mothers become more self —reliant and have higher scif-
esteem as toddlers. Marie-Celeste Condon, a specialist in infant mental health and development at the University of Washington School of
Social Work, supports this finding through her own research and involvement with the nursery in the Washington Corrections Center for
Women, stating “Those early months are when a baby leamns that the world can be trusted, and the focus needs to be on what is best for the
baby,” she says. - And of course advocates of these nurseries say that the bond between a mother and her infant in the first months following
birth is the strongest single predictor of the child’s future emotional well-being and when the bond is disturbed, the children often develop
severe problems related to a disorganized attachment pattern and other deviant behaviors.

The Women’s Prison Association (WPA) has released the first ever national report on prison nursery programs, The report examines the
expansion of prison nursery programs across the U.S. Chandra Villanueva, Policy Associate at WPA and author of the report commented,
“Prison nursery programs keep mothers and infants together during the critical first months of infant development, and the rescarch show that
these programs produce lower rates of recidivism among participating mothers. She states that “as we recognize the benefits of prison
nursery programs, we must also increase our investment in community-based alternatives, which allow for maternal/child bonding and enable
women to address the issues that brought them into the criminal justice system in the first place.”

Most incarcerated women are convicted of non-violent crimes, mainly related to poverty and drug addiction. And often times when you do
have a pregnant woman entering prison, they have other children who are entering foster care, and the cycle continues. If you know
snatching the baby away at birth is sefting the mother up to fail, why knowingly do that to anyone? Who does that really serve? The Private
Prison Industry who continues to get paid every time someone is put behind bars, whether it be man, women or child. We have to stop this.

We have to follow suit with other States that are doing everything possible to keep folks out of prison. When is Connecticut going to follow
suit?

Again, we encourage you to support the recommendations of Raised bill No. 5569 and give these mothers and babies a fighting chance at a
new way of life. We’ll be here waiting for them when they return to support them as we continue to support many others,

Thank you,

Giselle Jacobs




