
COMPLAINT AGAINST ATTORNEY
(GRIEVANCE COMPLAINT)

STATE OF CONNECTICUT
JUDICIAL BRANCH

www.jud.ct.gov
JD-GC-6 Rev. 7-10
P.B. § 2-32(a)

Read the Instructions for this complaint before
filling it out. Complaints that are not filled out
correctly will be returned to you.

After filling out this complaint, mail the original and 6 copies of it to:

Statewide Bar Counsel
Statewide Grievance Committee

287 Main Street, 2nd Floor, Suite 2
East Hartford, CT 06118-1885

Complainant's (person making complaint against attorney) Information. A separate complaint form must be
filled out for each Complainant.

1.

Name (First, Middle, Last)

[RJMr. 0 Mrs. 0 Ms. 0 (Other) PAUL GREENAN
Address

2009 Summer Street, Second Floor, Stamford, Connecticut 06905
Telephone number Email address (optional)

(203) 721-6001 paul@greenanlegal.com

2. Information about the attorney you are making a complaint against. Do not name a law firm. A separate
complaint form must be filled out for each attorney you are complaining about.
Name (First, Middle, Last)

MELISSA JILL NEEDLE
Address

830 Post Road East, Westport, Connecticut 06880
Telephone number Attorney's juris number (if known) Email address (if known)

(203) 557-9500 402959 melissa@needlelawoffice.com

3. Explain how you are connected to the attorney.

D I hired/retained the attorney. Dates of representation: to

D The court appointed the attorney to represent me. Date attorney was appointed by the court:

D The court appointed the attorney to represent my children. Date attorney was appointed by the court:

D The attorney represented the other side against me in a matter.

D The attorney was the prosecutor in my criminal case.

~ Other. Explain: Please see attached Affidavit.

4. Have you ever filed a complaint against this attorney with the Statewide Grievance Committee?

D Yes. Give the name and grievance number of each complaint that you have filed:

~ No

5. Please give the information asked for below if your complaint is about the attorney's conduct in a lawsuit or a
criminal case.
Name of lawsuit or criminal case

Paul Greenan v. Suzanne E. Greenan
Docket number

FST-FA09-4015684-S
Courthouse location

Stamford
Your connection to the lawsuit or criminal case (for example: plaintiff, defendant, witness)

Plaintiff

Do Not Write in This Area - For Statewide Bar Counsel Use Only

File Date:
Complaint number:

Referred to:
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6. Please explain the type of legal work done by the attorney in the matter that led to this complaint. Check all that
apply.

[RI Family law/Divorce

o Business or corporate matter

o Workers' compensation 0 General civil claims

o Arbitration or mediation 0 Collection matter

o Other. (Explain) Please see attached Affidavit.

o Criminal law

o Personal real estate matter

o Personal injurylWrongful death/Malpractice

o Estate planning/Elder law/Probate

o Immigration matter

7. Please explain what kind of complaint this is. Check all that apply. You must still explain your complaint in
detail in question 10.

0 Negiect, diiigence or competence issues 0 Misused funds or other property

0 Charged too high a fee 0 Did not safeguard money or property

0 Did not return records 0 Confidentiality issues

0 Fraud or misrepresentation issues 0 Conflict of interest

0 Communication issues 0 Did not obey a court order

0 Improper withdrawal 0 Did not pay a judgment

0 Harassment [RI Other. (Exp/ain) Larceny by extortion

8. Have you paid the attorney any lega! fees for the matter complained about or has any other person paid the
attorney any legal fees for the matter for you?

[RI Yes. Amount the attorney charged you: See Affidavit

Amount paid to the attorney by you or by another person for you: SeeAffidavit

o The matter involved a contingency fee that has not been paid.

o No.

Attach a copy of the fee agreement to this complaint.

9. Give a list of all witnesses that have information about your complaint. Attach additional sheets if necessary.

Name (First, Middle, Last)

SEE ATTACHED AFFIDAVIT.
Telephone number

Address

Name (First, Middle, Last) Telephone number

Address

Name (First, Middle, Last) Telephone number

Address
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10. Give the details of your complaint in the order that they happened. Attach additional sheets if necessary.

PLEASE SEE ATTACHED AFFIDAVIT WHICH IS ALSO BEING FILED WITH THE DIVISION OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE.

11. Sign and date this complaint below. Please use blue ink.

~.

ignatur omPlaina.
Executed under penalties
of false statement, ~. '#~

Date signed

Be sure to read paragraph 11 of the Instructions before copying and filing your complaint.
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IN THE MAnER OF MELISSA JILL NEEDLE

STATEOF CONNECTICUT

ss.: Stamford

May 11,2011COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD

AFFIDAVIT

I, PAUL GREENAN, being duly sworn, make the following affidavit for use by the

State of Connecticut, as well as by the Connecticut Statewide Grievance Committee and
the Office of Chief Disciplinary Counsel:

Complainant

1. I reside at 2539 Bedford Street, Unit 37-C, Stamford, Connecticut 06905.

maintain a professional office at 2009 Summer Street, 2nd Floor, Stamford Connecticut
06905.

2. I am an attorney admitted to practice in the States of Connecticut and New
York. I have at all times been an attorney in good standing. I was previously associated

with the law firm of Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLCin New York, New York.

3. I am the Plaintiff in the following case pending in Superior Court, State of

Connecticut: Paul Greenan vs. Suzanne E. Greenan, FST-FA09-4015684-S (the "divorce
action").

Melissa Jill Needle

4. Melissa Jill Needle, also known as Melissa Jill Lynch ("Needle") is an

attorney admitted to practice in the State of Connecticut. Needle maintains a law office

at 830 Post Road East, Westport, Connecticut 06880. Needle's personal residence is
located at 6 Christmas Lake Lane, Westport, Connecticut 06880, and she has had at least

one prior personal residence in the State of Florida.



5. Needle was previously suspended from the practice of law in the State of

Connecticut for a period oftime in 2007. It is not known if Needle was ever licensed to

practice law or the subject of disciplinary action in the State of Florida.

6. Immediately prior to engaging in her current law practice, Needle was

employed by the firm of Rutkin, Oldham et al., LLCin Westport, Connecticut. Upon
information and belief, Needle was asked to leave that firm on or about July 2010, a time
which directly coincides with her actions described herein.

7. Needle has at times, separately or simultaneously, and despite clear
conflicts, acted as attorney for the guardian ad litem ("GALli) in the divorce action, as well

as attorney for my two minor children ("AMC"), ages 11 and 7.

Eric J. Broder

8. The GAL is Attorney Eric J. Broder ("Broder"). Broder maintains offices at 1

Morningside Drive North, Westport, Connecticut 06880. Broder's personal residence is
located at 158 Fallowfield Road, Fairfield, Connecticut 06824.

Gary I. Cohen

9. Gary I. Cohen ("Cohen") is an attorney admitted to practice in the State of

Connecticut. Cohen maintains an office at 1100 Summer Street, Stamford, Connecticut
06905 and a residence at 1455 Washington Boulevard, Stamford, Connecticut 06902.

10. Like Needle, Cohen has a history of disciplinary action. See, for example,

Chief Disciplinary Counsel vs. Gary Cohen, FST-CV08-4014502-S. Cohen has been or
continues to be a defendant in a number of malpractice actions in the State of

Connecticut.

11. The Law Offices of Gary I. Cohen ("Cohen's firm") represented me in the

divorce action from March 21, 2010 until June 16, 2010.



Needle's Conduct

12. Cohen and Needle demanded money from me, to be paid to Needle, for

the purpose of securing unsupervised and substantial parenting time with my children,

and for a "fast and favorable" outcome to child custody issues. Cohen repeatedly stated

that Needle was a "whore," who would "go away" if I met her demands for money and
remuneration.

13. One such demand was made in the presence of my brother, James J.
Greenan, Jr., a retired and decorated law enforcement (DEA) agent, who will provide a
supporting affidavit and testimony upon request. In that instance, I was directed to have

a check sent to Needle by overnight delivery.

14. In another instance, Needle met with my current divorce counsel, Attorney
Neal P. Rogan. In that meeting, Needle made demands for money, and screamed at

Attorney Rogan: "Tell your guy to pay me my fucking money." Attorney Rogan wi!!

provide a supporting affidavit and testimony upon request.

15. Needle repeatedly demanded to be paid sums of money in the form of

drafting fees in exchange for arranging the lifting of supervised visitation and a favorable
custody outcome. In one particular instance, Needle demanded that she be paid $10,000

as a "retainer" for herself. This was done at time when Needle's only role in the divorce
case was that as an attorney representing the GAL.

16. My refusal to make payments to Needle resulted in immediate retaliation
including, but not limited to, preventing me from having normal access to my children for

now more than 15 months. Together, the retaliatory actions of Needle run the spectrum

of unethical, to unlawful, to depraved.

17. I am prepared to give detailed, thorough and documented examples of

each act of retaliation, as well as provide a list of individuals, including attorneys

connected to this matter, who will provide supporting testimony.

18. Documentary evidence, in the form of court filings, deposition testimony, a

cancelled check, billing records, notes and certain electronic evidence document the
actions of both Needle and Cohen. Such evidence is in my possession and/or the
possession of my counsel. The evidence is voluminous and will be made available for



inspection and copying to the State of Connecticut, law enforcement personnel, the

Statewide Grievance Committee and the Office of Chief Disciplinary Counsel.

Motion for Removal

19. On February 18, 2011, the attached Plaintiffs Motion for Removal and
Other Relief was filed in the divorce action. That motion has not yet been heard. That
motion seeks the removal of Needle based on evidence that she:

(a) sought to be paid certain remuneration to influence and affect the

outcome of child custody;

(b) in retaliation for my refusal to meet her demands for remuneration,
engaged in certain egregious behavior meant to cause and causing serious

and significant harm to my relationship with my children;

(c) engaged in the use of profanity and other verbal intimidation;

(d) engaged in unlawful, fraudulent and/or deceptive bill practices; and

(e) willfully ignored the obvious conflicts of interest created by her

representation of the minor children when she previously acted and

continues to act as attorney for the GAL, whose own actions raise
very serious questions.

PAUL GREENAN

On May 11, 2011, PAUL GREENAN, known to me as the signer of the
foregoing affidavit, personally appeared before me in Stamford, Connecticut and made

oath to the truth of the statements contained therein.

~tJJ.. dn Q-3iJ-SU1i

NOTARY PUBLIC



DOCKET NUMBER: FST-FA09-4015784S SUPERIOR COURT

PAUL GREENi\N J. D. OF STAMFORD/NORWALK

VS. AT STAMFORD

SUZANNE GREENAN : FEBRUARY 18, 2011

PLAINTIFF'S MOTION FOR REMOVAL AND OTHER RELIEF

The plaintiff in the above-entitled matter hereby moves for the immediate removal of the

Attorney for the Minor Children ("AMC") as well as her immediate removal in her capacity as counsel

to the GAL. The basis for said removal is the plaintiff is causing a complaint to be filed with the

Statewide Grievance Committee alleging that the AMC/Attorney for the GAL engaged in serious

misconduct in the course of her tenure both as Attorney for the GAL as well as in her role as AMC.

The alleged misconduct includes, but is not limited to, allegations that the AMC:

a. sought to be paid certain remuneration to influence and affect the outcome of child custody

in this case;

b. in retaliation for the plaintiffs refusal to meet her demands for remuneration, engaged in

certain egregious behavior meant to cause and causing serious and significant harm to the plaintiffs

relationship with the minor children;

c. engaged in the use of profanity and other verbal intimidation;

d. engaged in unlawful, fraudulent and/or deceptive bill practices; and

ORAL ARGUMENT REQUESTED
TESTIMONY REQUIRED



e. willfully ignored the obvious conflicts of interest created by her representation of the minor

children when she previously acted or continued to act as the attorney for the GAL whose own actions

may raise certain questions in this case.

Consequently, the plaintiff moves that this Court order the AMCI Attorney for the GAL be

immediately removed in both her capacities and that a further order be made that the AMCI Attorney

for the GAL not be compensated in either one of her capacities pending the outcome of an

investigation into her conduct by the Statewide Grievance Committee.

-
BY~:~ __ ~ __ ~~~ _

al P. Rogan
Law Offices of Neal Rog , LLC
315 Post Road West
Westport, CT 06880
203-341-8783
neal@nealrogall.com
Juris #: 408898



ORDER

This motion, having been duly heard by this court, it is hereby ordered: GF"-J\....1\ITEDIDENIED.

BY THE COURT

Judge/Clerk
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CERTIFICATION

This is to certify that on this 18th day of February, 2011, a copy of the foregoing has been
faxed and mailed to all counsel, pro se and non-appearing parties of record, to wit:

Attorney Melissa Needle
830 Post Road East
Suite 101
Westport, CT 06880

Norman A. Roberts, II, Esquire
Marvin, Ferro, Barndollar & Roberts, LLC
220 Elm Street, Suite 100
New Canaan, CT 06840

Eric Broder, Esquire
Broder & Orland, LLC
1 Morningside Drive North
Building A, Floor 3
Westport, CT 068 0
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