TESTIMONY OF MARIA DURAN
FOR THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE
MARCH 10, 2014
IN SUPPORT OF S.B. 31
AN ACT CONCERNING CONTINUED DELIVERY
OF LEGAL SERVICES TO THE POOR

(TRANSLATED FROM SPANISH TO ENGLISH)

My name is Maria Duran. [ am here to tell you how my life was transformed with the help of
Connecticut Legal Services, and to express my support for continued funding for legal services.

By the time I got in contact with the attorneys at Connecticut Legal Services, I had been
verbally, physically and sexually abused by my ex-husband for more than 13 years. The abuse
culminated with an incident in which I threw myself out of a moving car with my mouth and
nose bleeding. It was the only thing { could think to do to save my life. My 2V4 half year old
son, who witnessed the incident, urinated on himself out of fear and was severely affected. He
suffered from depression and used to have nightmares of the abuse as did L

With the help of the attorneys at Connecticut Legal Services, [ was able to gain custody of my
youngest son. This was tremendously important to me since my ex-husband continuously
threatened to take him away from me. I was also able to get help with my immigration status,
which helped me obtain gainful employment and allowed me to become independent. For years
[ was afraid of leaving my ex-husband because I felt I could not support myself or my children
without his help. In fact the one time I tried to leave him, I was forced to return the same night
because I had nowhere to go — no money, no family. Iremember him telling me “I knew you
were going to come back because without me you arc nothing. That ought to teach you,” and
then smacked me twice on my face. 1 felt so humiliated. But this all changed when I received
my work permit. I worked two jobs and saved enough money until I was ready to leave.

Despite all of this, | must admit that the greatest gift Connecticut Legal Services has given me
was being able to bring my two other children to the United States after having been separated
from them for 11 years. The CLS staff was with me every step of the way. They even had a
welcoming party for my son and daughter once they arrived. We were all so happy and took
pictures together. It was so great to able to work side by side with the attorneys and legal
assistants to make my dream a reality — to live free from violence together with all of my
children. Today, I work as a Nurse’s Aide, my daughter is applying to Quinnipiac University,
my two sons are thriving and 1 am happier than | have ever been for I am finally free. 1am here
today to ensure that women in my situation will continue to have access to legal services like [
did. This is why I am here to support S.B. 31 and I ask that you vote “yes” for continued legal
aid funding.




Please note that an English translation of this testimony follows the Spanish version.

TESTIMONIO DE MARIA DURAN
PARA EL COMITE JUDICIAL
10 DE MARZO DE 2014
EN APOYO DE S.B. 31
UNA LEY SOBRE LA ENTREGA CONTINUA
DE SERVICIOS LEGALES PARA EL POBRE

Mi nombre es Marfa Durdn. Estoy aqui para decirles cémo se transformd mi vida con la ayuda de
Connecticut Legal Services, y para expresar mi apoyo por un continuo financiamiento para
servicios legales.

Hasta que me contacté con los abogados de Conncecticut Legal Services, yo habia sido verbal,
fisica y sexualmente abusada por mi ex-esposo durante més de 13 afios. El abuso culmind con un
incidente en el cual me lancé de un auto en marcha, con mi boca y nariz sangrando. Era lo tinico
que se me ocurrié hacer para satvar mi vida. Mi hijo de 2 afios y %2 presencio el incidente,
orindndose de miedo y quedando seriamente afectado. El padecia de depresién y solfa tener
pesadillas sobre ¢l maltrato, al igual que yo.

Con la ayuda de los abogados de Connecticut Legal Services, pude obtener la custodia de mi hijo
menor. Esto fue tremendamente importante para mi ya que mi ex-esposo me amenazaba
continuamente con quitdrmelo. También recibi ayuda con mi estatus migratorio lo cual me ayudd
a obtener un trabajo remunerado y a independizarme. Durante afios tuve miedo de dejar a mi ex-
esposo porque pensaba que sin su ayuda yo no podria ser capaz de mantener ni a mf, ni a mis
hijos. Tan es asi que la dnica vez que intenté dejarlo, me vi obligada a regresar esa misma noche
porgue no tenia dénde ir — sin dinero y sin familia. Recuerdo que ¢l me dijo "sabia que ibas a
volver porque sin mi no eres nada. Que te sirva de leccién”, y me golped dos veces en mi cara,
Me sentf muy humillada. Pero todo esto cambi6 cuando recibf mi permiso de trabajo. Yo trabajé
en dos trabajos y ahorré suficiente dinero hasta que estuve lista para dejarlo.

A pesar de todo esto, debo admitir que el regalo mds grande que me ha dado Connecticut Legal
Services fue el poder tracr a mis otros dos hijos a los Estados Unidos después de haber estado
separada de ellos por 11 aiios. El personal de CLS estuvo conmigo en cada paso del camino,
Incluso hicieron una fiesta de bienvenida para mi hijo y mi hija cuando ellos llegaron. Estdbamos
tan felices y nos tomamos fotos juntos. Fue fantéstico poder trabajar, mano a mano con los
abogados y asistentes legales, para que mi suefio se hiciera realidad — vivir libre de violencia
junto a todos mis hijos. Hoy, trabajo como ayudante de enfermerfa, mi hija estd aplicando a la
Universidad de Quinnipiac, mis dos hijos estdn prosperando, y yo nunca antes fui tan feliz
porque finalmente soy libre. Estoy aqui hoy para asegurar que las mujeres en mi situacion
continden teniendo acceso a servicios legales como lo tuve yo. Por eso estoy aqui, para apoyar
S.B. 31, y les pido que voten "S{" para el continuo financiamiento de ayuda legal.




