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Testimony of Jean Mills Aranha, Connecticut Legal Services, Inc.
In Support of HB 5136:
An Act Concerning Nursing Home Transparency
February 19, 2014

To Senator Slossherg, Representative Abercrombie, and Members
of the Committee on Human Services:

My name is Jean Mills Aranha; | am an attorney working in the
Elder Law and Public Benefit Units of Connecticut Legal Services in
Stamford. | submit this testimony in support of House Bill 5136 on
behalf of the legal services programs in Connecticut and the low
income individuals we serve.

One of our priorities at Connecticut Legal Services is enforcing the
rights of nursing home residents. These individuals are some of
our most vulnerable citizens; they are elderly, ill, injured or
disabled. As you well know, the taxpayers of the State of
Connecticut pay for the care of many nursing home residents
through the Medicaid program, administered by the Department
of Social Services (DSS).

Nursing homes that receive state funding are currently required to
submit annual cost reports to the DSS. This bill would require for-
profit nursing homes that receive state funding to report in
greater detail on the transactions they conduct with related
parties. They would also be required to include in their reports
the actual cost of the goods and services being provided and the
mark-up, profit or administrative charges on purchases from
reiated parties.

More transparency is needed for these transactions so that DSS
can determine whether payments to related parties are obscuring
the true financial situation of the nursing home. Without knowing



