
Tuesday,	
  March	
  11,	
  2014	
  

	
  

Good	
  Morning	
  Representatives	
  and	
  Good	
  Morning	
  Senators:	
  

	
  

My	
  name	
  is	
  Sheri	
  Houghton	
  and	
  I	
  am	
  from	
  Putnam,	
  Connecticut,	
  which	
  is	
  the	
  town	
  where	
  I	
  vote.	
  
I	
  am	
  here	
  today	
  in	
  reference	
  to	
  the	
  Raised	
  Bill	
  No.	
  5493	
  –	
  An	
  Act	
  Requiring	
  a	
  State-­‐Wide	
  Plan	
  to	
  
Provide	
  Education,	
  Training	
  and	
  Job	
  Placement	
  in	
  Emerging	
  Industries.	
  

My	
  stance	
  on	
  this	
  bill	
  is	
  that	
  I	
  agree	
  with	
  furthering	
  adults’	
  opportunities	
  for	
  contextualized	
  
learning.	
  

The	
  Contextualized	
  Learning	
  Program	
  that	
  I	
  am	
  in	
  now	
  has	
  been	
  quite	
  uplifting	
  to	
  me.	
  I	
  have	
  
recently	
  become	
  a	
  Microsoft	
  Office	
  Specialist	
  with	
  3	
  Certifications	
  already	
  and	
  3	
  more	
  to	
  go.	
  I	
  
did	
  not	
  know	
  these	
  programs	
  even	
  existed	
  until	
  my	
  caseworker	
  at	
  CT	
  Works	
  told	
  me	
  about	
  IBest.	
  
I	
  have	
  learned	
  so	
  much	
  with	
  contextualized	
  learning	
  curriculum	
  that	
  I	
  can	
  take	
  an	
  exam	
  now	
  
and	
  actually	
  understand	
  what	
  I	
  am	
  being	
  asked	
  to	
  do.	
  I	
  have	
  furthered	
  my	
  education	
  and	
  
experience	
  now	
  with	
  technology	
  so	
  I	
  can	
  go	
  for	
  a	
  better	
  career	
  and	
  help	
  support	
  my	
  family	
  and	
  
myself.	
  

You	
  should	
  expand	
  eligibility	
  for	
  these	
  programs	
  because	
  even	
  working	
  adults	
  can	
  benefit	
  from	
  
college	
  level	
  certifications	
  and	
  basic	
  skills	
  instruction.	
  	
  

You	
  should	
  provide	
  more	
  funding	
  for	
  advertising	
  these	
  programs	
  so	
  that	
  the	
  people	
  know	
  that	
  
these	
  types	
  of	
  programs	
  exist.	
  They	
  can	
  decide	
  if	
  they	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  take	
  these	
  programs	
  to	
  
better	
  their	
  lives	
  for	
  themselves	
  and	
  their	
  families.	
  

In	
  conclusion,	
  this	
  bill	
  will	
  benefit	
  the	
  public	
  because	
  they	
  can	
  put	
  themselves	
  on	
  the	
  path	
  to	
  
success.	
  	
  

I	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  take	
  this	
  opportunity	
  to	
  thank	
  you,	
  Representatives	
  and	
  Senators,	
  for	
  listening	
  to	
  
the	
  public’s	
  opinion	
  on	
  this	
  bill.	
  

	
  

Sheri	
  L.	
  Houghton	
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  Farrows	
  Street,	
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  Connecticut	
  06260	
  


