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Good afternoon Senators and Representatives of the Higher Education and Workforce Development
Committee. My name is Juliana Levine | am a registered voter in the town of Danielson. Today | come to
speak in favor of Raised Bill No. 5493.

“Contextualized Learning”, | know that you are familiar with what it is, but for me contextualized
learning is more than just a black and white definition. What contextualized learning is for me is a real
chance to not only further my education, but a chance to have not just a job, but a career.

Like many young mothers | was faced with the seemingly impossible task of trying to support a family on
a minimum wage income. It was a constant uphill battle that | just could not win. | started thinking of my
options and like most | thought college was my only hope. After having a tough semester trying to
balance my prerequisites with my major, my hope for success was low. | had failed a prerequisite course
and had now put a delay on my plan to graduate in the minimum required time. It isn’t that | didn’t
enjoy learning or attending school, but | knew the longer | was in class the longer | would struggle.
College was now, in my mind, becoming a waste of time, and | began to tell myself that getting another
minimum wage job was better than having to be on state assistance. This was a low point in my life and |
honestly didn’t know what my next move would be until | had an appointment with my case worker and
she introduced the idea of contextualized learning programs to me.

From the moment | began my journey into the world of contextualized learning | knew it was exactly
where | was supposed to be. This style of learning not only helped to better understand what | was
learning, but made me motivated to keep striving for more. Currently | have successfully gained three
certifications and still have more to go. This type of learning was something | was not familiar with prior
to this, but | can honestly say from experience that it’s a style of learning everyone deserves a chance to
experience.

One person in particular comes to mind and that’s my mother. At 60 years of age she finds herself for
the first time in her life without a job and out of date with the current requirements for the work field.
Being an office manager for over twenty five years, you would think she of all people would be able to
transfer her skills from one place of employment to the next, but sadly this is not the case. They did not
use computers, but in fact typewriters. She was completely unaware of how serious knowing how to
thoroughly use a computer would be in her future and now she feels hopeless. A program like this
would be perfect for her. Sadly, she is not eligible due to the fact that she isn’t on state assistance and
she has a high school diploma. Is that fair? Should people be penalized for trying to succeed in life and
should the message being sent be the only way programs like this will help you is if you have the bare
minimum as prerequisites?



| think expanding this program to more people would better our state. It's been proven that higher
education equals less unemployment and less people in need of assistance. Also it’s been shown that
people with higher educations are more likely to vote.

These are all great reasons why we shouldn’t limit these programs to a small part of the population, but
rather embrace our whole state and implore them to never stop striving for more. Senators and
Representatives of our state | thank you greatly for your time and hope you consider my ideas of

expanding these programs.
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