Good Morning Senators and representatives of the state of Connecticut, My name is Bethany Newton, |
am a registered voter in the town of Putnam, and | am here addressing house bill #5493. | stand for the
passing of this bill, as it is something that will greatly help the people of this state.

Contextualized learning is the best approach to adult education around. The reasons are plenty, the
biggest one being the fact that it gives people hope. In today’s economy many people are struggling, on
welfare and barely getting by. Most of them are people who didn’t make it through high school or
couldn’t afford college and many of them have children to support. | am a perfect example of this, while
I have my high school diploma and some college, | never finished obtaining my degree due to money
and time issues. | had to make a choice, stay in school and not be able to support my daughters or drop
out and work a minimum wage job to bring money into the house. This was one of the hardest decisions
I’'ve had to make. | left school and started working two jobs to keep a roof over our heads. | had given up
on being able to make something of myself, telling myself that as long as my children were cared for
nothing else mattered. Yet | was miserable, | barely saw my girls because | had to work so much, leaving
them to be raised by babysitters. Then | got sick and due to the length of the illness lost my jobs. So
there | was with no income, no skills and facing an extremely competitive job market. What was | going
to do? | was denied unemployment, the only thing left was ask for state assistance, and as it turns out
that was the best thing | could have done.

Through JFES | was informed about the contextualized learning programs being offered and that day |
found my hope. There was a way | could make something of myself and become employable in a short
amount of time. The program | have enrolled in has helped me immensely both in learning and gaining
confidence that | can obtain a career even though | never finished college.

Before being offered this opportunity | had no hope, no drive, and no desire to do anything. | felt that
life was just going to be one minimum wage job after the next. This pained me, being an intelligent
woman with the ability to learn, but having no way to further my education without relying on everyone
else to support my children.

Contextualized learning has been my saving grace. It has given me hope for a better future. Through me;
it has shown my children that you don’t have to give up on your dreams just because life gets in the
way. It has taught me that | have the ability to stick it through, while utilizing the learning structure to
help me grow not just as a student but as a person. It has boosted my self-confidence because | have
been able to succeed and the learning structure helps keep me motivated to finish. | implore you to not
only pass this bill, but extend its funding to others that are not on welfare and have their diplomas but
are unable to attend traditional college programs. The passing of this bill stands to create a better future
not only for others like me, but for the entire state of Connecticut. Thank you for your time on this
matter.
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