My name is Miraya Jackson and | support H.B. No. 5362 introducing a pilot
program providing five hundred thousand dollars in financial aid money for the fiscal
year ending June 30, 2015, and five hundred thousand dollars in financial aid money for
the fiscal year ending June 30, 2016, to students who enroll in non-degree certificate
programs and technical courses offered by the regional community-technical colleges that
provides industry-recognized credentials, and directly correlate with occupational

openings in shortage areas in this state.

| support this bill because there are so many people who would like to continue
their education but cannot afford to go to school because they are not be eligible for
financial aid. There are many reasons why a person may not be eligible for financial aid.
They may make too much money, be a part-time student, or their grades may not be as
good as they should be. This pilot program awards participants who are in financial

need and are not eligible for financial aid to be able to attend school for a non-

degree certificate or take technical classes.

I have a friend who wanted so badly to go to trade school because he
could not go to a 4-year college. He was a very hard worker. He worked two jobs
to make ends meet. Those two jobs combined were the reason he did not qualify
for financial aid. Although according to financial aid requirements he made too
much money, he could not afford to pay the tuition out of pocket. That resulted

in him not being able to attend school.



In my opinion, I think that people who are in situations like my friend
should be given financial assistance because they work very hard to make a
living but that does not mean they do not need help. They want to better
themselves and their lives like every other person but they cannot because they
do not have the opportunity to do so. I say all of this to say that the pilot
program will help a lot of needy people and even better, change someone’s life. I

hope that you will support this bill!



