SO U TH WINDSOR POLICE, DEPARTMENT

MatthewD Reed, Esq

- Chief of Police . South Windsor, C1' 06074

 March 10, 2014 .

Honorable Cha.lr and Members of the Jomt Comrmttee on Government
-Administration and Elections: - - :

My name is Matthew Reed, 1am Chiof of Police of thé South Windsor Polics
. Department and a member of the Board of Directors of the Connecticut Foundation -
for Open Government

~Jam wrltmg to you in OPPOSITION to Bnll 381: An Act Concernmg the Task
o Force on Vlctim Prlvacy and the Pubhc 8 nght to Know.

: '_.As Chlef of Pohce, I lnteract with Connecticut’s Freedom of Information Actona.

151 Sond Hali Road

- 860- 6‘44 2551 Fax 86‘0 6'44 05’15 .

daily basis. I am a staunch supporter of the Act and truly believe i in the free ﬂow of -

o '-mfoxmatwn between government entltlea and the people we gerve.

_ Whlle I coneur w1th the need to afford proteotlone to the wctlms of crlmee I don

" believe that result w111 come w1th the paseage of this plece of legxslatmn

o I thlnk thle leglslatlon as wutten provldes a false sense of protectlon to crime

-victims. It hae ‘long been my 1nterpretat10n of the Act- that certam pubhc recorde aré

My mterpretatlon is grounded in the wording of Subsection (b) of BECtIOHAl 210 .

- which reads; “Nothing in the Freedom of Information Act shall be construed to.
reqmre the dasclosure of - [thls is followed by a hst of 29 exemptlone] ' '

- _Thls statement slmply says that the agency cannot be compelled to ploduce certam
information by virtue of the Act. ‘It does NOT state an outright proh:bltlon on the
" pelease of the specified list of information, but instead provides the agency the
dlecretlon to elther 1elease or mthhold certam mformatmn : :

- .-.While I am not.inclined to encourage. tlus body to outright prohibit the release of any-

: _govemment information, I believe that this amended statute as proposed will create .

confusion ‘as to what information can and cannot be released. If the legislature truly -
- - -.intends to prohibit the felease of certain information, then the statute should say -

- that.
.The amended statute as piroposed will lead crime victims and their families to

believe that certain information is protected, when in fact, it is not. -

Reepe_ctfully, o

- Matthew D. Reed -
VSouth Wmdsor CT




