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Thank you for the opportunity to comment with respect to SB-29, AN ACT
AUTHORIZING AND ADJUSTING BONDS OF THE STATE FOR CAPITAL
IMPROVEMENTS, TRANSPORTATION AND OTHER PURPOSES
SUPPORT, the Governor’s Bond Package.

We appreciate the efforts of the Governor and legislature to maintain funding for the state’s
Clean Water Fund, which provides grants and loans to assist municipalities in complying
with state and federal environmental requirements.

The Clean Water Fund also assists towns and cities in meeting state and feéderal phosphorus
reduction standards, which require some municipalities due to their geographic location to
implement wastewater treatment plant upgrades at considerable cost to local ratepayers.

To provide equitable funding to towns like Plainville that must move forward with costly
plant upgrades, the Town of Plainville is urging lawmakers to support efforts to increase the
rate of reimbursement to municipalities for phosphorous removal at sewage treatment plants
from 30% to 50%, as called for under HB-5081. '

Implementing a statewide strategy to reduce phosphorus loading in inland nontidal waters is
a top priority of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the state Department of
Energy & Environmental Protection (DEEP). However, towns such as Plainville — and our
residents - are bearing the burden of investing in costly wastewater plant upgrades as part of
this statewide strategy. '

Increasing the reimbursement rate will go a long way in assisting the state in meeting
Connecticut’s environmental and public health goals without imposing a disproportionate

financial burden on certain towns and their residents.

We urge your support for this provision.
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